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Five  March  Sundays 
tagged  for  heavy  growth 


A  weekly  statewide  total  of  new  Sun¬ 
day  School  enrollees  will  be  printed  in 
the  Baptist  Record  during  the  month  of 
March. 

The  Sunday  School  Department  is 
finalizing  arrangements  with  each  as¬ 
sociation  to  obtain  this  information.  A 
responsible  person,  either  the  director 
of  gnissions  or  associational  Sunday 
School  director  will  receive  reports 
from  the  churches  no  later  than  Mon 

d4y  morning-  ,,  _  -  .  r,„rf. 

Each  associaton  will  utilize  a  report-  the  Five  Fabulous  Sundays  in  March. 


ing  plan  unique  to  individual  associa 
tional  requirements. 


URNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


OFFICIAL 


JACKSON  MISSISSIPPI,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  It,  1W 


^MU  sets  theme 

■  .  .  --ifiss 

invention  speat 


McNairs,  native  Mississip^ans,  were  I 
appointed  by  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  in  1974  and  served  in  India  until 
their  transfer  to  Spain  in  1976.  They 
are  stationed  in  Madrid,  where  he  is 
professor  of  medicine  at  the  medical 
center  of  Madrid’s  Autonomous  Uni¬ 
versity.  She  is  involved  in  a  music 
ministry  along  with  her  respon¬ 
sibilities  as  home  and  church  worker 
and  seminary  piano  teacher 
Keynote  speaker  will  be  James  H. 
Smith,  executive  director,  Brother¬ 
hood  Commission,  SBC.  He  is  a  native 
of  Alabama  and  came  to  the  Oommis- 


Fancber  Patterson 

Other  special  activities  during  the 
convention  include  the  BYW  banquet 
Monday  at  5:30  at  Parkway,  luncheon 
for  parents  of  Mississippi  mis¬ 
sionaries,  and  an  autograph  party  for 
Marjorie  Rowden  Kelly,  author  of  the 
new  WMU  book,  THE  GIFTED  WO¬ 
MAN. 

Mrs/  Robert  Dent  of  Holly  Springs 
will  preside  over  the  convention.  Mar- 
jean  Patterson  is  executive  director  of 
Mississippi  Woman’s  Missionary  Un- 


Mountain  College,  and  served  in  the 
state  WMU  staff  in  Georgia  before 
going  to  Birmingham. 

Each  session  will  include  Bible 
study  by  James  Fancher  on  topics  de¬ 
aling  with  discovering  and  using 
spiritual  gifts.  Fancher,  for  ten  years 
has  been  a  full-time  vocational 
evangelist,  preaching  in  330  churches 
in  12  states  and  several  foreign  coun¬ 
tries.  He  will  assume  duties  as  pastor 
of  First  Baptist  Church,  Coffeevtlle, 


sion  from  the  position  of  executive  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Illinois  Baptist  State  As¬ 
sociation,  a  position  he  had  held  since 
1967. 

June  Whitlow,  assistant  to  the 
(executive  director  of  WMU,  SBC, 
[Birmingham,  will  be  a  featured 
(speaker .  She  directs  research  and 
(planning  for  WMU,  coming  to  herpre- 
'  sent  position  from  her  place  as  educa¬ 
tion  division  director  during  the  years 
1969 until  1974.  Miss  Whitlow  is  a  native 
of  Arkansas,  is  a  graduate  of  Blue 


Mississippi  WMU  sets  bold  goals 

Of  the  1,915  Southern  Baptist  churches  in  Mississippi,  745  do  not  report  Wo¬ 
man  s  Missionary  Union.  Those  745  churches  have  become  a  challenge  for  Missis¬ 
sippi  WMU  president  Mrs.  Robert  Dent  (holding  sign)  and  the  Mississippi  STAR- 
TEAM.  STARTEAM  is  a  select  group  of  approximately  150  women  representing  each 
state  convention.  They  will  begin  this  year  personally  to  contact  churches  without 
WMU  In  hopes  of  eliciting  interest  in  missions  education.  - 

Mississippi  set  a  goal  of  WMU  in  1500  churches  by  the  end  ot  1982  and  in  1800 
churches  by  the  end  of  1983.  Other  state  WMUs  as  well  set  their  goals  during  toe 
WMU  Executive  Board  meeting  held  in  January  in  Birmingham.  State  National  En- 
largement  Plan  goals  total  6.412  new  WMUs  by  the  end  of  1963.  (Story  on  page  2.) 


FMB  won’t 
pay  ransoms 


Missionaries  detained  briefly 

in  two  East  African  countries 

SSMStiffiEK 

the  Foreign  Mis- 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —.The 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  said  Feb.  10  that  it  would  not 
pay  ransom  money  or  yield  to  de- 
mands  ot  anyone  who  wouKUaJws  <*w 


mands  ol  anyone 


Davis 


U  Uliujriu  «•  ...v— o- - 

by  ExteoaioniTEE) team  in  Tanzania  cause  Southern 

were  detainedJjrieflv  by  government 
authorities  In  early  February. 

Lynn  and  Suzanne  Groce  of  Missouri 
and  Florida,  their  three  children,  and 
three  Ethiopians  with  them  were  de¬ 
tained  in  the  Minjir  district  east  of 
their  home  in  Addis  Ababa,  Ethiopia, 
after  they  entered  a  vacant  mission 
house  without  clear  permission  to  do 
so.  They  were  released  the  next  day. 

In  Tanzania,  five  missionaries-and  a 
Tanzanian  Baptist  were  surrounded 
Feb.  11  by  25  Tanzanian  soldiers  when 
they  went  to  an  airstrip  near  Masasi  to 
return  to  Dar  es  Salj^m  after  teaching 
TEE  courses  for  several  days.  They 
.  wes  '  four  or  five  hours  later. 

Groce  said  their  .arrest  stemmed 
from  a  misunderstanding  because  the 
area  they  were  visiting  straddles  two 
districts.  They  had  visited  the  Shenk- 
ora  district  three  times  in  the  previous 
month  to  plan  water  development  pro¬ 
jects  there,  and  the  district  adminis¬ 
trator  had  suggested  they  stay  in  the 
mission-owned  house. 

But  when  the  Groces  and  helpers  re¬ 
turned  to  prepare  the  house  for 
pation  by  a  missionary  family,  that  of¬ 
ficial  was  out.  A  lesser  official  did  not 


"the  recent  kidnapping  of  an  American 

staff  member  related  to  Wycliffe  Bible 
translation  work  in  Colombia. 

While  reaffirming  its  full  backing  to 
missionaries  serving  in  crisis  areas, 
the  board  made  it  clear  this  backing 
could  not  include  yielding  to  ransom  or 
other  demands.  ~ 

The  Southern  Baptist  board,  the 
largest  Protestant  missionary  -  send¬ 
ing  organization  in  the  world,  has  3,057 
missionaries  in  94  countries.  A  number 
of  these  are  nations  in  political  up- 
heaval . 

The  statement  recognized  that  mis¬ 
sionaries,,  board  or  staff:  members 
ftwy  face  mmt  risk  of  being  puwntttw 

-tage.  These  individuals  and  their 
families  should  understand  that  “no 
ransom  or  yielding  to  other  demands 
can  be  provided  to  obtain  their  re¬ 
lease,"  the' board  said. 

To  do  so,  the  statement  eontmed, 
would  ‘ 4 raise  serious  questions  Regard¬ 
ing  our  theology,  our  mission  con¬ 
cepts,  and  our  stewardship.  It  would 
place  every  other  meqiber  of  <*ir  n»»; j 
sfonary  '  family  in  immediate 
jeopardy  "  *  .  , 

The  statement  added:  ‘‘We  pledge 

ourselves  to  every  effort  in  prayer  and 

all  other  appropriate  means  to  obtain 
the  release  of  the  one  taken  hostage  if 
this  event  ever  occurs  among  us  ” 

Own  decisions 

The  board  reaffirmed  its  position  of 
i  allowing  missionaries  serving  in 
I,  dangerous  areas  to  make  their  own 
i  decisions  on  leaving. 

Unnecessary  risks  are  discouraged, 
the  statement  said,  but  “there  are 
.  times  when  serving  as  a  missionary 
involves  danger  The  use  of  normal 
.  channels  of  decision  making  concern 
|  ing  leaving  danger  areas  is  desirable 

1  but  missions  and/or  missionaries  have 

i  authority  to  leave  without  prior  con¬ 
sultation  when  circumstances  war- 

j  rant”  .  . 

In  recent  years,  missionaries  have 


wpre  resincicU  unui  icucuuy  w  nmn  - - .  „  , 

ing  in  the  capital  after  they  returned  in  army  people  in  southern  Tanzania  and 

^  .  *  that  the  embassy  and  the  Tanzanian 

No  charges  were  placed  against  the  government  both  were  most  coopera- 

Groces  and  they  feel  the  incident  may  tive  in  obtaining  the  men  s  release 
result  in  their  receiving  clear  permis-  Other  missionanes  deta.ned  were 
sion  to  move  freely  in  both  districts,  Charles  Bedenhaugh  ofJSouth  Caroli- 
thus  aiding  their  work.  Groce  called  na,  a  theological  facul^  member  at 
the  detention  an  inconvenience.  The  the  Baptist  Seminary  of  East  Afnca. 
entire  family  spent  two  days  in  their  Arusha,  Tanzania;  Billy  Oliver  of 
car  and  the  night  between  slept  on  the  Texas  ,  ah  agricultural  ■  d 

iail  floor  member  at  the  seminary  ;  and  Wayne  Kelly  Uoyd 

TheTanzania  team  was  preparingto  Brown  of  V  Vgifua,  ch“rc^!idri^en1|0J^ 
leave  the  Masasi  "area  early  Fci.  ”  ■> \  f  *  *-  -  — nzanian 

when  five  armed  soldiers  approached  Edward  Mwaijande,  also  a  seminary 
and  interrogated  them.  Soon  joUieh  uy  professor,  was  also  detained. 

20  other  armed  soldiers,  the  five  said 
they  were  conducting  a  security  check 
and  after  several  hours  allowed  the 
missionaries  to  go  into  Masasi. 

J  There  Larry  Thomas  of  Texas,  area 
missionary  in  Lindi  who  had  set  up  the 
TEE  program,  called  his  wife  in  Lindi, 

Who  called  Marty^kin,  wife  of  Cordell 
Akin  of  Indiand,  the'pilet. 

~  ’  w  Mrs.  AkiwcgUeif 
U  S.  Emoassy  uniHafe  who  contacted 
the  Tanzanian  government  Within  an 


BSU  appoints  54  missionaries 

An  eight-member  BSU  student  missions  committee  intecrt»wed  62  Wudenai  Feb; 
10.11  aoolicants  for  work  as  summer  missionaries:  Of  these.  54  have  been  ap¬ 
pointed^  r  mission  work  will  befinanccrf  to  Baptii 

took  Dlace  at  Mississippi  Cbllege.  Ricky  Kelly,  left  D«t»  State  university, 
was  appointed  to  East  Malaysia.  Those  on  thexommittee  indudedjett'0  right  after 
1  Luncetord,  consultant,  state  department  of  Student  Work,  Tim  Glaze, 
Mississippi  College:  Carolyn  Corley.  Blue  Mountain;  Greg 

Grav  MUW (state BSU  president);  and,  not  shown,  Terry  Rowe.Hmds  Junior  College, 

BiH  Bustin,  Mississippi  State:  and  Bill  Kirkpatrick,  BSU  director.  Peart  Rhrer  Junior 
College.  "  :  '* 


Daring  to  dream  big- 


Home  missions 
supports  establ 


According  to  Jack  Redford,  head  of  conferenc 
the  Board’s  Church  Extension  Divi-  changing 
sion  amounts  as  small  as  $400  to  $500  For  Cai 
could  pay  a  mission  pastor  to  travel  lamcy  Dn 
into  an  unentered  county  to  start  and  an  orient 
cultivate  new  Southern  Baptist  work.  Southern 
One  thousand  dollars  could  pay  six-  gift  woulc 
months  rent  on  a  schoolhouse  that  some  km 
would  house  a  brand-new  mission.  Europe  a 
“If  a  local  church  gave  $5,000  to  the  One  thf 
offering  it  would  be  supporting  two  velop  an 
pre-mission  teams,"  saysC.  B.  Hogue,  ram  a‘  f 
director  of  the  Evangelism  Section  An  off* 

“These  teams  could  go  into  places  that  gospel  tc 
have  no  Southern  Baptist  witness  and  areas  of 

begin  work  there. 

“And  a  $10  000  gift  would  assist  in  a  Mimstnt 
media  campaign  to  help  spread  the  “A  $20 
•  •  l  one  of  our  new-work  areas,’  work  wit 
he  adds.  rants  w 

The  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offer-  Marne  at 
ing  is  used  to  minister  to  more  than  60  These 

ethnic  groups.  HSSSj' 

According  to  Oscar  Romo,  who  reached, 
heads  the  Language  Missions  Divi-.  Leona 

sion,  $4,800  could  be  used  to  provide  $17,250,0 
books  and  materials  for  the  ethnic  of  South; 
branch  ,of  Nfw  Origans  Baptist  thatitw. 

Theological  Seminary  in  Miami,  Fla.  lists  con 
tj»»*  branch  provides  theological  and  saci 
training  for  several  ethnixr "’»■  19®°  . 

Romo  also  says  that  a  $2 ,000  offering  Lasty 

could  be  used  to  help  develop  the  1*--  nationa 

‘is’ the  rary  at  the  Baptist  seminary  in  Puerto  reached 

■n  Bap-  Rico  Three  thousand  dollars  would  1 

assist  a  Baptist  center  in  Denver,  cause p< 

estone  Colo  ,  in  ministering  to  refugees.  cerned  i 

>rs  are  "Ifachurchgave$6  000,th.samount  1  tin 

of  what  could  provide  some  of  the  funds  for  a  aware  ' 
goal  is  National  Baptist  stiKlent  retreat, ,  8™“™ 

says  Emmanuel  McCall,  director  of  to  IP 
*•  sums  cooperative  ministries  with  national  (Do m 
g  thgse  Baptists  for  the  Home  Mission  Board  socifl^ 

■  ft*'*™ 


l  iiiuuoiuii  \  By  David  Chancey 

1  ATLANTA  —  Although  Southern 

|  "I  f*.  •  .  *)  Baptists  usually  think  of  Annie 

Hra  TT1  T1  p*  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  funds  as 

L  U  X  XX  S-S-W  providing  the  means  for  breaking  new 

\  -v  ground  on  the  home  missions  front, 

represent  religious  bodies  with  more  Home  Mission  Board  administrators 
than  121  million  adherents,  were  told  say  that  just  isn’t  so. 
by  keynote  speaker  William  B.  Ball  Instead,  most  of  the  funds  will  go  to- 
that  government  intrusion  in  religion  ward  increasing  the  effectiveness  of 
is  not  usually  due  to  “a  conspiratorial  missions  work  already  in  progress, 
design  to  put  down  religion.”  “We’ve  actually  started  very  few 

The  church-state  attorney  from  new  services  in  the  last  few  years, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  said  government  in-  says  Leonard  Irwin,  vice-president  in 
trusion  is  often  due  to  ‘  ‘  inadvertent”  or  charge  of  planning  for  the  Board. 

“bad  drafting”  of  legislation.  Ball  “But  if  this  year’s  goal  is  reached 
cautioned  religious  leaders  “not  to  and  surpassed,  we  should  be  able  to  do 
have  hostility  cocked"  toward  whathe  some  things  in  the  area  of  supporting 
described  as  “mostly  amiable  and  services.  By  supporting  services,  I  80SP^n 
competent  local,  state  and  federal  mean  those  things  we  have  to  have  on 
public  service.”  the  field  to  get  the  job  done,  other  than 

However,  he  added  that  due  to  the  the  missionary, “Tie-says. 

“great  inherent  weight  of  govern  men-  This  year’s  national  offering  goal  is 

tal  action  and  relative  fragility  of  re-  $17,250,000.  Set  by  Woman’s  Missio- 
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WMU  launches  growth 
project  for  all  states 


Temperance,  Baptists 
have  deep  roots  here 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP)  —  With  Oklahoma;  and  Mrs.  Glenn  Field, 
an  intensive  two-day  workshop,  the  Northern  Plains  Convention. 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  fonnally  Hie  board  also  recognised  William 
launched  the  enlargement  campaign  it  G.  Tanner,  president  and  chief  finan- 
approved  last  year.  cial  officer  of  the  Home  Mission 

Evelyn  Blount,  National  Enlarge-  Board,  and  R.  Keith  Parks,  president 
ment  Plan  director,  said  all  11,424  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  for  their 
Southern  Baptist  churches  that  do  not  “inspiration,  leadership  and  frieitd- 
qprendy  report  WMU  organisations  ship”  in  working  with  WMU  to  support 
will  be  consulted  by  Sept.  30, 1983  and  missions. 

encouraged  to  begin  them.  From  that  Marti  Solomon,  national  Acteens 
number,  the  WMU  anticipates  6,394  consultant,  announced  the  members  of 
will  begin  WMU  work,  according  to  the  fifth  Acteens  National  Advisory 
state  goals.  -  Panel.  Selections  are  based  on 

“We  have  not  embarked  on  this  scholastic  achievement,  school  and 
campaign  just  for  the  sake  of  increas-  church  activities,  and  accomplish¬ 
ing  our  numbers,”  said  WMU  Execu-  ments  in  Studiact,  the  individual 
tive  Director  Carolyn  Weatherford,  achievement  plan  for  Acteens. 

“We  are  doing  it  because  there's  a  crit-  Panelists  are  Pamela  Link,  Jeffer- 

ical  need  for  missions  education  in  our  son  City,  Mo,;  Michele  Cherry, 
churches.”  Washington,  N.  C. ;  Janet  Sheryl  Har- 

Blount  said,  “We  hope  to  work  with  ris,  Cary,  N.C.;  Rebecca  Hughes, 
these  churches  to  begin  missions  edu-  Green  River,  Wyo. ;  Marsha  Herrod, 
cation  through  WMU  organizations.”  Eupora,  Miss. ;  and  Allison  Leigh  Grif- 

Tbe  National  Enlargement  Plan,  fin,  Pensacola,  Fla. 
which  will  be  funded  jointly  by  state 
.  .  .  and  national  WMU,  will  involve  ap- 

tional  Baptist  conventions  in  1939.  The  proximateiy  ISO  lay  women  nation- 
statement  said  in  part,  "We  oppose  the  wide. 

establishing  of  diplomatic  relations  These  women,  known  as  the  STAR- 
with  any  ecclesiastical  body  (and)  the  TEAM,  will  make  one-to-one  contact 
extension  of  special  courtesies  by  our  with  pastors  and  key  wpmen  in 
government  to  any  ecclesiastical  otfi-  churches  not  reporting  WMU.  They 


By  Art  Toals  too, 

Religion  Editor, 

Jacks**  Daily  News 

No  one,  I  presume,  would  openly  ad¬ 
vocate  drunk  driving. 

But  some  folks  might  say  that  Mis¬ 
sissippi’s  legislators  come  dose,  due 
to  their  yearly  failure  to  toughen  the 
state's  DWI  law  (“driving  while  into- 


Bap  Cists  were  also  part  of  the  fron¬ 
tier  movement,  which  was  “no  place 
for  high  society,”  Baker  said:  Life  was 
rugged  and  each  individual's  indepen¬ 
dence  was  undoubted;  if  a  person 
wanted  to  drink,  it  was  his  business. 

Elsewhere,  however,  “There  was  a 
great  grass  roots  objection  to  the  use  of 
alcohol,”  Baker  said. 

“A  careful  study  of  church  minutes 
shows  that  in  almost  every  church, 
outside  of  those  places  which  were 
economically  involved  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  alcohol,  they  disciplined  mem¬ 
bers  who  were  drunken  or  sold  liquor.  ” 

The  earliest  Baptist  church  associa¬ 
tions  (the  First  of  which  was  farmed  in  * 

Philadelphia  in  1797)  also  agreed  that 
congregations  should  discipline  such 
members.  Baker  added. 

Prompting  their  opposition  to  al¬ 
cohol,  he  said,  was  their  Biblical  out¬ 
look.  “They  were  Biblical  literalists. 

They  took  very  seriously  the  Biblical 
injunction  against  drunkenness.”  ^ 

Also,  “They  could  see  what  ft  (drun¬ 
kenness)  could  do  to  people,  and  they 
knew  thatltwas  not  right  It  provided 
the  occasion  for  immorality,  for 
example.”  \ 

In  1907,  the  convention  authorized  a 
committee  to  plan  a  mass  meeting  for 
the  following  year,  not  for  official  ac¬ 
tion,  but  to  serve  as  a  forum  for  those 
at  the  convention  to  express  their 
views  on  social  issues,  Baker  said. 

“Before  this,  the  convention  had 
seen  itself  principally  as  a  missionary 
society,  but  then  they  began  to  bring  in 
.  .  .the  whole  idea  of  social  questions.” 

Temperance  committees  ^ 

Speakers  at  the  1906  mass  meeting 
denounced  alcohol  and  other  social 
evils,  and  the  convention  appointed  a 
Committee  on  Temperance  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  work  of  agencies  in¬ 
volved  in  fighting  liquor. 

m  19X3,  the  Committee  on  Temper¬ 
ance  and  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 

endorsed  the  American  I 

Saloon  League’s  plans  to  launch  a  affront  to  those  who  are  committed  to  DRoosevelt  appointed  Myron  C.  state ^WMU presidentswhose  terms  of 
movement  for  national  prohibition,  religious  liberty  and  those  who,  Uke  Taylor.  office  will  expire  this  year. 

“We  were  the  first  great  general  re-  the  Baptists,  deeply  believe  in  separa-  After  Roosevelt’s  successor.  South-  They  are:  Mrs.  A.  Harrison  Greg- 
ligious  body  to  act  on  this  question,”  tinn  of  church  and  state.  It  is  unnects-  era  Baptist  Harry  S.  Truman,  became  ory,  Virginia,  national  president;  Mrs. 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  sary,  wasteful,  ill-advised  and  dwi-  embroiled  in  public  opposition  to  his  William  Ellis,  Kentucky,  recording 
Temperance  noted  in  his  annual  re-  sive.  The  interests  of  all  Americans  nomination  of  Mark  Clark  to  the  posi-  secretary;  Mrs.  Donald  Murphy,  Mis- 
port  would  best  be  served  by  a  withdrawal  tioo,  no  president  until  Richard  Nixon  souri;  Mrs.  J.  Frank  Gilreath  Jr., 

In  1914,  the  committee,  then  re-  of  the  appointment”  in  1970  named  an  envoy  to  the  Vatican  North  Carolina;  Mrs.  D.  C.  Bomar, 

named  as  the  Commission  on  Social  James  Dunn,  executive  director  of  and  there  has  been  one  since.  South  Carolina;  Mrs.  Glen  McClain, 
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Of  all  SO  states,  Mississippi’s  DWI 
law  is  the  most  lenient. 

Using  a  measurement  called  “blood 
alcohol  content,”  Mississippi’s  DWI 
level  is  .15.  In  47  states,  it’s  Signific¬ 
antly  lower,  at  .10.  Two  states  go  even 
further,  to  .06. 

For  example,  a  180-pound  person 
would  reach  the  state’s  DWI  levej  only 
after  imbibing  a  half  pint  of  lOfrproof 
whiskey,  eight  12-ounce  bottles  of  beer 
or  a  quart  of  12-percent  wine  ill  a  one- 
hour  period,  without  consumttH’any 
food. 

Otherwise,  a  lesser  charge  (DU1, 
“driving  under  the  influence  of  al¬ 
cohol”)  would  apply;  no  one’s  license 
is  revoked,  nor  is  a  driver  improve¬ 
ment  program  required. 

-  DWI  jest 

Again  this  year,  Mississippi's  law¬ 
makers  have  an  opportunity  to  banish 
the  DWI  jest,  “Drank  driving  is  still 
legal  in  Mississippi.” 

And  when  it  comes  to  pushing  for 
stringent  liquor  laws,  no  group  is  more 
active  than  Baptists. 

Baptists  throughout  the  state  will  be 
told  about  various  bills  before  the 
Legislature  proposing  a  tougher  DWI 
level,  so  they  may  express  their  opin¬ 
ions  to  their  representatives,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Dr.  J.  Clark  Hensley,  executive 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Christian  Action  Commission. 

The  weekly  Baptist  Record  and  a 
special  mailing  by  the  commission  will 
carry  the  information,  hesaid. 

This  is  just  one  example  of  anti- 
alcohol  activism  by  Baptists.  6ut  how 
did  they  come  to  such  fervency,  any¬ 
way? 

interestingly,  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  took  a  definitive  stance 
long  before  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

The  state  convention  was  organized 
in  1836,  the  SBC  in  1845.  y  ‘ 

Since  1636 

The  earliest  Mississippi  Baptist 


One  Kentucky 
county  is  still 
posting  the  10 
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Baker  said  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  went  on  record  as  support¬ 
ing  the  prohibition  amendment  in  1918 
and  as  opposing  its  repeal  in  1932 


Bolivar  County 
Baptists  set 
awareness  meet 


March  Lr8,  1981 

GO  FORWARD! 


of  die  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Commission  will  speak  to  Baptists  of 


Ray' Allen  considers  small  Bible  fellowships  one 
of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  starting  new' South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches.  Allen,  a  church  extension 
missionary,  works  In  the  Cape  Cod  area  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts?^  total  of  $2,730,000  from  the  1981  Annie 
Armstrong  Caster  Offering  for  Home  Missions  has 
been  allocated  for  church  extension  throughout  the 
United  States. 


Missionary  Joshua  Vang  is  pastor  of  a  Laotian 
Baptist  congregation  in  Deoatur,  Georgia.  A  former 
refugee,  he  helps  refugees  resettling  in  America  to 
adjust  to  a  new  way  of  life.  Funds  for  working 
with  refugees  are  part  of  the  language  missions 
allocation  of  $4,220,000 


With  open  arms.  Enoch  Ortega  welcomes  those 
joining  First  Southern  Baptist  Church  in  Nogales. 
Arisona.  Ortega  is  a  Home  Mission  Board  ap¬ 
pointed  language  missionary  serving  Spanish- 
spealang  people  in  the  Nogales  area.  The  Home 
Mission  Board  has  move  than  1.400  missionaries 
working  with  approximately  77  language-culture 
groups  throughout  the  Unite!  States.  Language 
missions  has  been  allocated  $4,220,000  from  the 
1981  offering. 


r  la  CWieH—  ■latstHs* 

Mike  Haywood  holds  a  youngster  during  his 
weekend  camp  for  the  blind.  Mike  works  through 
Christian  social  ministries  as  director  of  youth  and 
family  services  for  Virginia  *  Peninsula  Baptist  As¬ 
sociation.  This  year.  Christian  social  ministries  has 
been  allocated  $1,950,000  from  the  Annie  Armstrong 


evangelism  and  that  it  would  not  dis¬ 
cuss  social  issues. 

Most  Baptist  leaders  believed  the 
issue  should  be  handled  by  local 
churches,  reflecting  a  strong  senti¬ 
ment  within  the  convention  for  local 
church  autonomy. 

In  some  parts  oHhe  nation,  alcohol 
was  a  major  industry,  and  in  Kentuc¬ 
ky,  for  example,  preachers  sometimes 
were  paid  with  barrels  of  liquor,  Baker 
said.  Thus,  congregations  with  mem- 


for  Home  Missions 
National  Goal 
$17,250,000 


US  Army  chaplain  Jimmie  Robert*  ministers  to 
military  personnel  He  is  one  of  more  than  1,400 
chaptgins  endorsed  by  the  Home  Mission  Board. 
Theiw  chapkrins  also  provide  a  spiritual  ministry 
to  people  in  hospitals,  institutions,  business  and 
industry  and  to  their  families.  Chaplaincy  minis¬ 
tries  has  been  allocated  tMDfOQ  of  the  1981  Annie 
■*  offering.  * 


usually  did  not  op-  be 


the  industry. 


Killer  among  hundreds 
on  campus  for  revival 
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Furloughing  missionaries 
nust  find  a  house  .  .  . 

T„  -  ,  . .  more  difficiilt  when  far  removed  from 

To  provide  a  house  for  furloughing  an  airport  serviced  by  major  airlines 
iJssionaries  is  a  fairly  recent  tie-  Churches  that  provide  missionary 
uopment  in  the  Southern  Baptist  homes  want  them  to  be  used  to  the 
onvenhon^  The  firet  in  our  state  was  maxi  mum  1 1  is  sad  to  think  'cf  a  diurch 
aiy^I00..<^,ty  J?tt'er8  have  fo1'  1,181  goes  to  the  expenses  to  provide  a 
iwed  tn  the  Jackson/Clinton  area  and  home  for  furloughing  missionaries 
round  the  state.  and  then  finds  few  missionaries  or 

it  is  not  hard  to  understand  how  such  none  who  wish  to  locate  in  their  town, 
wsuig  can  be  of  great  benefit  to  fur-  if  the  town  is  a  little  off  “the  beaten 
Wghing  missionaries.  Missionaries  path,”  it  might  be  best  to  rent  fur- 
rturn  to  the  States  for  a  few  months  nished  quarters  for  special  mis- 
Rp  can  only  bring  the  most  essential  sionaries  who  want  to  live  there, 
ems  of  clothing  and  personal  effects.  The  house  provided  becomes  a 

o  be  able  to  step  into  a  furnished  home,  when  there  is  exposure  and  con- 
partment  or  house,  often  with  a  full  tact  with  the  local  church  people, 
jmtry  is  like  Christmas,  no  matter  Some  churches  may  overdo  the  need  of 
hat  the  season  of  the  year  the  mis-  the  missionaries  for  privacy,  thinking 
«ianes  return.  that  they  have  been  living  among  mas- 

Besides  being  a  real  demonstration  ses  of  people  and  need  to  be  “left 
lovtng  concern,  such  a  missionary  alone”  when  they  come  on  furlough. 
>use  can  be  a  blessing  to  the  area  “Leaving  them  along”  cap  be  inter¬ 
fere  the  furloughing  missionaries  preted  as  a  lack  of  caring 
ve.  Without  exception  the  churches  if  a  church  wants  the  missionary 

is  located  in  the  house  they  pro- 


By  Norman  Jameson 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  -  A  killer 
walked  among  the  nearly  1,200  stu¬ 
dents,  faculty  and  city  residents  who 
swarmed  onto  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  campus  Jan.  27 


bins'  house.  Officers  checked  doors  except  that  (Mrs.  Robbins’  death), 
and  windows  of  homes  in  the  area,  but  Preaching  must  be  related  to  life  and 
did  not  ring  the  Robbins’  doorbell,  at  that  particular  moment,  life  was 
since  the  call  had  been  general  and  not  death,  really.  My  message  simply  had, 
from  Mrs.  Robbins,  said  Don  Stewart,  to  be  related  to  what  was  happening." 
seminary  executive  vice  president.  Sanders  chose  a  text  from  Paul's  let- 
Stewart  said  there  are  still  no  clues.  ter  to  the  Philippians,  a  book  Southern 

Mrs.  Robbins’  death  cast  the  semi-  Baptists  absorbed  in  January  Bible 
nary  in  deep  gloom  and  threatened  to  Study  —  a  study  Ray  Robbins  wrote, 
cancel  the  long-planned  and  heavily  The  text:  Phil.  1:12,  “Now  I  want 
prepared  for  revival  meetings.  you  to  know  brethren  that  my  cir- 

Sanders  met  before  the  morning  re-  cu instances  have  turned  out  (or  the 
vival  service  the  2*th  with  seminary  greater  progress  of  the  gospel.” 
president  Landrum  Leavell  and  Rob-  (American  Standard) 
bins  to  decide  what  to  do  about  the  Sanders  talked  of  the  “magnificent 
meetings.  triumph  of  the  Christian  faith” 

“There  is  no  alternative,”  Robbins  through  the  difficult  trials  of  Paul.  He 
said.  “We  must  go  on  with  the  revi-  said  there  are  three  ways  to  react  to 

life’s  tragedies:  1.  resentfully,  shaking 
our  fist  in  the  face  of  the  creator;  2. 
submissively,  by  drawing  into  a  shell; 
or  3.  the  New  Testament  way,  redemp- 
tively,  constructively  and  creatively.- 
Robbins  was  teaching  the  Philip¬ 
pians  study  in  Baton  Rouge  the  night 
Mrs.  Robbins  was  killed.  He  returned 
home  and  found  her  dead  in  a 
downstairs  bathroom. 


for  a  revival  meeting. 


Youth  leader 
conclave  set 
for  Hattiesburg 

.  The  second  of  four  Youth  Leader 
Conclaves  is  set  for  March  8  at  First 

■*urg,7-10p.m. 

is  series  of 
conferences  is 
isored  by  the 
issippi  Baptist 
ention  Boards 
lay  School  de¬ 
ment. 

eakers  for  the 
:Iave  in  Hat- 
iurg  include 
Kurtz  Ron  Kurtz,  Paul 
and  Deborah  Lee,  and  David  Chism. 

Kurtz,  minister  of  youth  at  First  * 
Baptist  Church,  Jackson;  will  speak  on 
“How  to  Grow  a  Sunday  School.” 

Paul  Lee,  minister  of  education  at 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  will 
speak  on  “Fundamentals  of  a  Youth 
Teaching/Learning  Experience.”  De¬ 
borah  Lee,  a  special  worker  for  that 
church  will  lecture  on  “How  to  Con¬ 
duct  a  Weekly  Workers’  Meeting.” 

And  David  Chism,  former  editor  of 
“Youth  Leadership”  magazine  for  the 
Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville,  will 
talk  about  “Creating  a  Learning  Envi¬ 
ronment.” 

Target  groups  for  the  conclaves  are 
ministers  of  youth,  youth  Sunday 
School  workers,  and  associations! 
youth  Sunday  School  leaders. 

The  first  conclave  was  at  First  Bap- 
tistChureh,  Biloxi,  Feb.  §.  The  last  two 
will  be  April  10  at  Firri  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson;  and  May  8  at  First 
Baptist  Church,  Starkville. 

Government 

intervention 

(Continued  from  page  1) 
Thompson,  stated  clerk  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A., 
cited  seventeen  cases  of  government 
intervention  which  he  described  as 
“alarming”  when  viewed  together  as 
a  pattern. 

Though  Thompson  emphasized 
there  would  be  no  findings  or  state¬ 
ments  cortrihfefriito’tii^OoHfelWb  4*" 
a  whole,  individual  religious  bodies 
may  do  so. 

Spohiorttfe1  groups  other  than  the 
SBC  are  the  Lutheran  Council  in  the 
USA,  National  Association  of  Evangel¬ 
icals,  Synagogue  Council  of  America, 
United  States  Catholic  Conference; 
and  National  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  the  USA. 


While  most  of  the  people  filed  into 
Leavell  Chapel ,  one  went  to  the  home 
of  Ethyl  Louise  Robbins,  beat  her  to 
death  and  took  up  to  8300  from  her 
purse. 

A  coroner  fixed  the  time  of  Mrs. 
Robbins’  death  between  7  p  m.  and  8 


p.m.,  or  about  the  time  7:30  p.m.  ser¬ 
vices  began  with  Perry  Sanders,  pas¬ 


tor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Lafayette, 
La.,  as  worship  leader. 

A  recent  knee  operation  probably 
kept  Mrs.  Robbins,  wife  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary  professor  Ray  Rob¬ 
bins,  from  attending  the  service  her¬ 
self.  About  the  time  it  started,  Mrs. 
Robbins  called  a  neighbor  to  say  she  • 
heard  a  prowler  outside  her  house.  Re¬ 
cords  show  the  neighbor  called  cam¬ 
pus  security  at  8:15  p.m.  to  report  a 
prowler  in  the  area  around  the  Rob- 


“When  the  Lord  gets  ready  to  do 
something  there  is  a  Satanic  force  in 
operation  too,”  said  Sanders,  a  week, 
after  the  incident.  “I  believe  this  was 
an  effort  of  Satan  to  sidetrack  the  revi¬ 
val,  but  it  didn't  happen.”  — - 
“1  had  to  change  gears,  of  course,  in 
about  an  hour,”  said  Sanders.  “There 
was  no  way  to  speak  on  any  subject 


•sentially  the  same  thing,  “What  a 

Jessing  to  enter  into  a  beautiful  rela- _ _ _ _ _ _ 

tjonship  of  caring  and  supporting  with  be  scheduled  a  long  time  ahead, 
those  missionaries  who  come  from  otherwise  this  special  time  will  be 
jverseas  to  dwell  among  us.”  And  to  spoken  for  by  other  churches  and  or- 
oe  sure  the  missionaries  respond  in  ganizations.  It  is  rather  amazing  how 
Bee  manner.  It  is  a  continuing  love  af-  many  churches  wait  until  a  few  days 
*r„  ,,  ,  ,  ..  before  the  Week  of  Prayer  and  are 

the  future  there  will  be  more  frustrated  and  amazed  because  all  the 
“turnover  in  the  missionaries  oc-  missionaries  are  taken, 
copying  the  furlough  houses.  For-  One  of  the  greatest  of  services  is 
Beriy  all  missionaries  came  for  a  full  helping  involve  the  M.K.s  in  the  life  of 
year  s  furlough,  but  now  the  furlough  the  church  and  the  community.  The 
may  vary  from  4,6,8,10  or  12  months,  m.K.s  have  left  their  friends  in  the 
according  to  the  time  spenton  the  field  place  where  they  lived  and  sometimes 
awing  the  proceeding  period  of  ser-  . 

To  be  of  the  greatest  help  to  the  fur¬ 
loughing  missionaries,  the  house 


SBC  president  considers 
summit  meet  of  factions 


a  basic  feeling  of  insecurity  makes 
them  seriously  question  if  they  will  be 
able  to  “fit  in.” 

A  great  need  of  M.K.s  is  for  a  place  to 

uavc  £i  eai  uiiiuvitue  uiruugu  us  uauui-  ,  .  ,  , - -  go  when  their  parents  return  to  the 

mg  of  the  resolutions  on  the  stance  of  liL* J*,3  r  <?Tyer:  'or.ex?mple>  is  field.  This  is  mosfespecially  true  on 

tile  convention  in  session  mi  various  dtsuame,  though  not  an  absolute  must  holidays  when  the  dormitories  at  col- 

issues.  “  „ere  are  washaterias  in  the  area,  lege  are  closed  and  they  may  not  have 

He  also  appoints  the  committee  on  However,  before  setting  up  a  mis-  relatives  with  whom  they  can  visit, 
committees  which  nominates  persons  senary  bouse,  it  ls'vis*  consult  with  How  good  it  is  to  have  established  roots 

for  the  committee  on  boards,  the  panel  *7* !  m  JJis-  in  the  place  where  they  lived  oq  the 

which  makes  recommendations  to  the  f  r®  ar“  ~f°  "om  the  Foreign  Mis-  furlough  before,  so  that  they  can  re¬ 
convention  for  boards  of  trustees  of  f101)  "?3™.  “ne  Pr®ctical  approach  is  turn  for  a  visit  from  time  to  time, 

convention  agencies.  t?™  00 *  how  many  missionaries  a  house  is  a  great  provision  for  fur- 

Smith  said  committee  appointments  we  noni  Missisappi  and  ttien  toughing  missionaries.  But  there  is 

are  due  in  April  and  he  would  meet  “Jf1  approximately  a  third  of  more  to  it  than  just  a  roof  over  the 

with  vice  presidents  Jack  Taylor  and  UUf  ^lir^7er  lsJ™r,0Uw>  at  any  given  missionaries  heads.  The  love  and  care 
C.  Wade  Freeman  in  Nashville,  during  “me.  Hiere  also  may  be  mis-  shown  them  is  a  source  of  comfort  and 

the  meeting  of  the  SBC  Executive  818n8n«s  from  othra-  States  who  would  renewal  that  will  later  turn  into  Mes- 

Committee,  Feb.  16-18,  to  discuss  llK£  w  furlough  in  Mississippi.  sings  to  people  far  away  on  many  mis- 

them.  Ther®  several  major  factorsthat  sion  fields  of  the  world. 

Both  Pressler  and  Sherman  said  determine  where  missionaries  will  lo-  Any  furloughing  missionary  house  is 
they  would  be  willing  to  sit  down  with  c«e  on  furlough:  (I)  reasonable  pro-  certainly  a  house  that  love  builds. 
Smith  and  discuss  the  issue  butneither  jUDUt>'  tofelat,ves  (2)  in  or  near  a  col- 
would  speculate  on  anything  being  e£e  center  or  seminary  location, 

achieved  by  iL  where  Pfrents  and/or  missionary  kids  (indy  Whitten,  a  Mississippian,  is 

Pressler,  who  emphasized  he  would  ca"  study  (3)  ma  place  where  trans-  a  missionary  to  Canary  Islands, 
initiate  no  such  meeting  with  Smith  P°rtaUoa  wlU  be  a  problem  for  de-.  This  la  the  second  of  a  three-part 
hwxwee  «***•.) 
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tinue  to  be  about  winning  this  world  to 
Christ.” 

Smith  said  he  didn’t  know  if  any-good 
could  come  from  a  meeting  with  Pres¬ 
sler  and  Sherman,  but  that  be  “cer¬ 
tainly  wouldn’t  be  opposed  to  it” 
“liie  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
has  elected  me,  and  I  am  going  Mnis 


McGregor 
elected 

gress  pres.  ^ 

By  Earl  Kelly 

Executive  Secretary-Treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

News  Note:  Don  McGregor  last 
week  was  elected  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Press  Association, 
which  consists  of  editors  of  the  34  _  _ 

Southern  Baptist  state  newspapers,  as  I  know  how.  I  was  elected  by  a  cross 
Edgar  Cooper  af  Florida  was  named  section  of  Southern  Baptists  and  plan 
president-elect  and  Bob  Terry  af  Mis¬ 
souri  was  reelected  as  secretary. 

The  Baptist  editors  across  the  j 
Southern  BaptisfTonvention  are  ex-  £ 
cellent  journalists.  Like  four-leaf  { 
clovers  they  stand  out  among  those  of  * 
us  who  are  ordinary  people.  They  pos-  * 
sess  writing  skills,  to  he  sure,  but  they  £ 
are  on  the  cutting  edge  of  denomtoa-  * 
tional  life  and  must  use  unusual  skill  in  * 
the  selection  and  treatment  of  sub-  £ 
jects.  Good  editors  look  beyond  the  * 
surface  facts  which  any  of  us  can  see  £ 
and  describe  for  their  readers  the  core  £ 

—  solid  truth.  Their  goal  is  to  use  fac-  * 
tual  literary  form  as  an  instrument  to  £ 
sculptoring  individual,  church  and  de-  £ 
multinational  .designs.  J  • 

The  men  who  have  served  as  editor  £ 
of  The  Baptist  Record  to  the  past  were  £ 


appoint  people  to  the  commii 


like  Jimmy  Allen,  James  Sullivan,  out  of  all  reason,  distorted  extremely 
Jaroy  Weber  (all  former  presidents)  in  ibe  Baptist  press,”  nevertheless, 
or  any  of  those  did  to  consultation  with  said  he  would  be  “glad  to  meet  with 
the  vice  presidents,  talking  to  execo-  anybody  that  asked  me  to  meet  with 
tive  secretaries  where  I  don’t  know  them.” 

people.  Shernjan  said  he  would  go,  sit 

“I  am  going  to  be  as  fair  and  honest  through  and  leave  any  meeting  with 

Smith  and  Pressler  “in  good  humor.” 
“I  am  not  enthusiastic  because  I  have 
not  said  anything  about  them  that  re- 
quires  I  retract  anything,”  he  said. 
The  only  way  the  meeting  £ould  be 
ittr active  to  ipe  would  be  for  them 


Actually,  Rebel  Roundup 
will  be  held  March  28 


Rebel  Roundup  is  a  day  of  crazy  program  of  BSU  student  summer  mis- 
games,  fqn,  food”  and  inspiration  sions  through  entry  fees  and  conces- 
sponsored  by  the  Ole  Miss  Baptist  Stu-  sions. 

dent  Union  especially  for  high  school  Churches  from  throughout  the  state 
and  junior  high  church  groups.  are  invited  to  bring  teams  of  youths  to 

>ti»*  Record  reported  to  last  participate  to  the  crazy  games  which 
week’i  edition  mat  the  Roundup  will  are  patterned  after  toe  popular  idevi- 
be  held  May  28.  Actually,  toe  event  is  sion  show,  “Almost  Anything  Goes” 
to  be  held  Saturday,  March  28,  from  10  and  a  special  youth  rally  which  will 
a.m.  till  4  p.m.,  at  Oxford  at  the  Uni-  -  feature  testimonies  by  Ole  Miss  foot- 
versity  of  Mississippi  Education  ball  player  Breck  Tyler,  and  Ole-Miss 
School  Gym  and  Playing  Field.  Lady  Rebel  Basketball  player  Justina 

The  purpose  of  Rebel  Roundup  is  to  Smith, 
give  students  an  opportunity  to  par-  Special  music  will  be  presented  by 
ticipate  in  the  fellowship  of  sports  Brad  White,  Brian  Kennedy,  and  other 
competition  through  an  out-of-the-  UM  Athletes.  Entertainment  will  be 
ordinary  Olympics;  to  acquaint  stu-  presented  by  BSU  performing  groups 
dm**  with  /'bjistton  qollege  students  and  an  address  by  state  BSU  director, 
anti tbgBaptist  Student  Jerry  Merriman,  will  also  be  included 
Union  at  Ole  Miss;  to»provide  a  -in  toe  program.  .  ,.i 

ship  service  in  which  youths  will  be  Registration  for  Rebel  Rouuuop  « 
challenged  to  commit  their  lives  fully  due  March  15.  The  cost  is  $15.00  for 
to  Jesus  Christ;  and  to  support  the  each  team. 

Additional  information  and  applica¬ 
tion  fornqs  may  be  obtained  by  writing 
t.  Ole  Miss  BSU,  Box  292,  University, 


For  of  all  sad  words  of  tongue  orpen, 
The  saddest  are  these:  “It  might  have 
been!  ”  —  Whittier  —  Maud  Muller 


Church  Tralning  Leadership 


NOW  AVAILABLE  TO  AGES  64  AND  OWR 
Guaranteed  Issue 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered 
Immediately — No  waiting  periods 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

f  Pokey  Form  37$  t 

Helps  pay  what  Medicare  doesn't  pay  for  hospital  eraftnement. 
Additional  benefits  may  be  added  for 

•Physicians  and  Surgeon  in  or  out  of  hospital 

t  Form  3951 

•  r  ,  • 

•Nurse  •Skill  Nureing  Home  or  Extended  Care  Facility 

IE71-E93I  J 

•Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  it-n, 

'  oCsncer  Coverage  Available 

For  Full  Information,  Fill  out  coupon  and  Mail  To: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Insurance  Co. 

‘Err .  .hitton  Inriinmoe 

P.  O.  Box  20257  Jackson,  MS  39209 

Phone  (601)  924-2748 


way  because  they  selected  him  to  be 
the  president  of  the  editors  for  lttl.  In 
doing  so  Mississippi  Baptists  Were 
honored,  as  Was  their  editor.  Con¬ 
gratulations,  Don!  We  Mississippi 
Baptists  are  proud  of  you. 


Ap  additional  week  qf  camp  has  *  for  ransom  or  other  demands  M-19,  demanded  that  the  linguistics 

been  added  for  the  1981  season,  so  £  Missionary  James  Kirkendall,  now  institute  cease  operations  in  Colom- 
no  one  will  have  to  be  turned  away  £  an  English-language  pastor  in  Bel-  bia.  As  conditions  for  Bitterman's  re¬ 
ar  campers  have  been  the  past  {  gium,  was  held  for  42  hours  by  Paiesti-  lease,  it  also  asked  that  its  com- 
two  summers.  *  nian  guerrillas  to  Beirut,  Lebanon,  to  niuniques  be  published  in  leading 

i*#,*****,*******#?*.*..*  April  1970  after  making  a  wrong  turn  American,  European  and  Latin 
*  and  ending  up  in  an  area  controlled  by  American  newspapers.  The  American 

the  Palestinians.  He  was  released  missionary  group  refused  to  meet  the 
after  the  guerrilla  group  became  con-  demands,  but  Bitterman  as  of  Feb.  10 
vinced  he  was  not  a  spy.  was  still  being  held  captive 

In  August  1970,  Stephen  Spann,  son  Foreign  Mission  Board  President  R. 
,  of  the  Jimmie  D.  Spanns,  missionaries  Keith  Parks  said  there  is  “no  safe 

JXt  SB  to  Uruguay,  was  held  at  gunpoint  while  place”  in  today’s  world  But  he  added 

,H:  'if  members  of  a  guerrilla  faction  used  that  faced  with  Christ's  command  to 

“wrf  JSiSSj,  ,lis  station  wagon  for  an  attempted  make  disciples  of  all  nations.  "We 

Jygljk  Jg§£*jr  bank  robbery.  He  was  released  un-  can't  afford  tn  wait  until  it’s  safe  to 

harmed  the  same  day  preach  the  gospel  ” 

IE.  The  recent  kidnapping  in  Colombia 

•.  occurred  Jan  19  as  guerrillas  broke 
K  into  a  house  in  Bogota  and  kidnapped 
Chester  ifip)  Bitjerman,  28,  an 
America.,  linguist  employe-  ...i  the 
Slimmer  Institute  of  Linguistics,  the  No  man  ever  convinced  his  wife  that 
fi*  overseas  branch  of  the  Wvriiffe  Bible  a  pretty  stenographer  was  as  efficient 

Translators.  as  an  ugly  one 

Mississippi  Baptist  Activities 

Feb.  23  Seminar;  The  Church  and  Public  Education,  Alta  Woods  Baptist 
Church,  Jackson;  10 a.m.-3 p.m.  (CAC) 

Feb.  23-26  Long  Range  Planning  Conference;  Baptist  Building,  Jackson;  2 
p.m.,  23rd  - 11  a  m.,  28th  (CAPM) 

Feb.  27-28  Church  Recreation  Mini-Lab ;  Harrisburg  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo:  6 
p.m.,  27th  - 12:30  p.m.,  28th  (CT) 

Feb.  28  State  Keyboard  Festival ;  Blue  Mountain  College,  Blue  Mountain ;  10 

a.m.  -  3  p.m.  (CM) 


Early  Americans  used  soft  soap  for 
cleaning.  Now,  it  is  used  to  get  people 


Officers  plan  ’81  library  workshop 

The  1981  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Media  Library  Orgsnizs’tion  in 
making  preliminary  plans  for  the  f  961  Media  Library  Workshop.  This  workshop  will 
be  conducted  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  Oct.  23-24.  Jfte  planning  group  shown  ara: 
(left  to  right)  Mote  Dangarfiald,  media  representative.  Mississippi  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Department;  Mrs.  Eugene  Fitts,  of  Corinth,  historian;  Mrs.  C.  H.  Wood. 
Louisville,  president;  Mrs.  F.  L.  Lumus,  Tupelo,  secretary-treasurer;  Mrs.  Curtis  ^eal. 
Jack son,  publicity  chairman;  Mrs.  Edwin  R  Lewis.  Jackson.We  president,  and  Mrs. 
Clyde  Day,  McComb,  program  chairman.  Mrs  Robert  Lewis,  not  shown,  Starkville,  is 
ex-officio  -  ■ 

■  :  •  -  Me*-  »  . 


Name 

Street 


City  _ 
Phone 


No  claim  forms  needed 
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Editorials 


Prayer  for  SBC  .  .  . 

Vice-president  establishes  procedures 


PERPETUAL 

CARES  I  AND  WOES) 

CEMETERY 


The  prayer  room  at  the  convention 
hotel,  the  Hilton,  will  be  in  operation 
for  72  hours  —  from  Monday  evening 
through  Thursday  evening. 

At  the  convention  facility  during  the 
convention  there  will  be  prayer  ses¬ 
sions  hosted  by  convention  agencies. 
There  will  be  eight  sessions  of  about 
three  hours  each,  and  the  prayer  room 
will  be  in  constant  communication 
with  the  platform  to  determine  special 
prayer  needs. 

This  is  a  more  intense  prayer  effort 
than  has  ever  been  made  public  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  convention.  It  just  might 
work.  Might  work?  Of  course  it  will 
work.  There  can  be  no  question  about 
it 


Taylor  has  asked  for  volunteer 
prayer  representatives  in  each  state 
convention.  In  Mississippi  the  rep¬ 
resentative  is  Bill  Causey,  pastor  of 
Parkway  Baptist  Church,  Jackson, 
and  immediate  past  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  These 
men  will  be  asked  to  implement  in¬ 
formation  and  to  help  ip  mobilization 
in  each  state  and  to  help  host  a  con¬ 
tinuous  prayer  meeting  to  be  held  in 
the  convention  hotel  in  Los  Angeles 
during  the  convention.  They  will  be 
asked  to  form  a  prayer  chain  to  be  ac¬ 
tivated  several  times  before  the  time 
of  the  convention.  It  is  hoped  that  a 
special  prayer  Sunday  may  be  estab¬ 
lished  in  behalf  of  the  convention. 


As  time  moves  on  toward  the  annual  first  vice-president,  Jack  Taylor;  sec- 

meeting  of  Southern  Baptists,  this  ond  vice-president,  C.  Wade 
year  in  Los  Angeles,  it  needs  to  be  Freeman;  recording  secretary,  Mar- 
noted  that  the  first  vice-president  of  tin  Bradley;  registration  secretary, 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Jack  Lee  Porter;  and  executive  secretary- 

Taylcr,  has  begun  to  establish  prayer  treasurer,  Harold  Bennett, 
structures  for  the  time  between  now  Taylor  has  said  that  his  intent  is 
and  the  convention  and  during  the  “That  the  blessings  and  power  of  God 
convention  itself.  may  be  sought  in  behalf  of  the  Soutb- 

As  be  has  begun  to  inform  the  nation  ern  Baptist  Convention  in  Los  Angeles 

through  the  Baptist  state  papers  of  his  in  June  of  1981.  It  is  our  desire  that  this 

plans  for  such  prayer  support  for  the  may  be  the  most  prayed -for  conven- 
convention,  be  has  asked  that  the  Of-  tion  in  the  history  of  Southern  Bap- 
ficers  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Cenven-  tists."  ' 

tion  be  remembered  in  prayer  on  a  Surely  such  an  interest  is  commend- 
regular  basis.  In  case  someone  has  lost  able.  It  wouldn't  hurt  if  every  conven- 
trackofoneof  the  names,  the  officers  tion  were  more  prayed  far  than  die  one 
are  these:  president,  Bailey  Smith;  before. 


ictone 


The  terror  of  alcohol 


the  Natchez  Trace  Parkway.  He.  bled 


is  that  beer  cannot  be  sold  within  500  building,  and  go  to  the  front  door  of 
feet  of  a  church,  a  school,  pr  other  that  building.  The  property  of  one  -  to  death  from  thq  wound, 
named  establishments.  There  was  no  church  building  in  Brandon  joins  the  The  Choctaw  County  authorities  ar- 
detail  in  the  original  ordinance  to  indi-  property  of  a  grocery  store  that  in-  rested  a  man  they/vere  reasonably 
cate  how  the  500  feet  should  be  mea-  tends  to  sell  beer.  Even  their  buildings  sure  was  the  guilty  party.  They  had  no 
sured.  Now  that  the  election  is  oyer  are  not  500  feet  apart.  By  measuring  conclusive  proof  at  that  time,  but  they 
and  the  beer  sales  have  become  legal,  down  the  middle  of  the  street,  bow-  felt  they  had  to  bold  him. 
the  provisions  for  measurement  have  "ever,  the  measurement  can  be  made  tc  What  did  they  do?  They  were  able  to 

been  established.  go  over  the  500-foot  limit.  charge  him  with  driving  while  under 

This  seems  absurd.  the  influence  of  alcohol.  To  date  they 

The  measurement  will  be  front  door  There  were  other  liberalizations  at  have  found  no  motive  for  the  shooting, 

to  front  door.  It  will  begin  at  the  front  well.  _  How  long  are  we  going  to  continue  to 

door  of  the  beer  joint  (in  some  cases  a  Add  that  to  the  recent  incident  of  the  be  victimized  by  those  who  insist  on 

grocery  store  ),  go  out  to  the  middle  of  boy  from  Houston,  Texas,  who  was  milking  money  from  one  set  at  victims 
the  street  in  front  of  the  joint,  proceed  shot  just  after  Christmas  as  the  car  ia  and  thus  terrorizing  another  set  of  vic- 
to  the  front  of  the  church  or  other  such  which  he  was  riding  moved  north  oi  tims? 


Readers  will  recall  that  before  the 
recent  beer  election  was  held  in  that 
city  the  Board  of  Aldermen  passed  an 
ordinance  establishing  the  conditions 
under  which  beer  could  be  sold.  Those 
who  were  opposing  the  sale  of  beer 
said  the  passing  of  such  an  ordinance 
aided  the  efforts  of  those  who  favored 
the  sale  of  beer .  The  aldermen  said  not 
so,  that  they  were  trying  to  establish 
guidelines  before  it  was  too  late. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  ordinance 


Whom  shall  I  pi 


ease 


It’s  sleeting  this  morning.  The  ice 

around  the  base  of  the  magnolia  trees  Every  one  of  the  millions  in  this  city 

looks  like  snow.  Consequently,  Pm  worked  hard  for  a  living,  it  appeared  to 
mentally  transferring  myself  to  a  hot  me.  Whole  families  were  at  work  on 
July  day  in  Hong  Kong,  1970.  boats  in  the  harbor.  An  old  grey-haired 

1  spied  a  red  'ricksha  parked  on  a  woman  trotted  by  on  tiny  feet,  balanc- 
Kowloon  corner.  Now  I'd  ridden  jets  ing  on  one  shoulder  a  pole  that  sup- 
and  planes  and  trains  and  ferry  boats  ported  two  baskets  loaded  with 
and  buses,  but  never  one  of  these  con-  bananas.  In  a  shop  I  had  seen  women 
traptioos!  It  was  a  light  two-wheeled  swiftly  sewing  tiny  beads  on  sweaters 
cart  with  a  hood  to  protect  passengers  and  silk  slippers;  builders  swarmed 
from  rain  or  sun.  A  man  (the  runner)  about  on  bamboo  scaffolding,  10  or  15 
stood  between  the  cart’s  shafts,  ready  stories  high.  A  couple  sold  huge 
to  provide  the  pulling  power.  He  wore  squashes  at  the  fresh  vegetable  mar- 
short  pants,  a  short-sleeved  white  ket,  while  they  themselves  were  all  but 
shirt,  sandals,  and  a  straw  hat  squashed  by  the  crowd  that  covered 

“Let’s  ride,”  I  said  to  my  friend  the  steep  hillside.  An  80-year-old  con- 
Joan.  Then  others  of  our  tour  party  due  tor  on  the  tram  line  to  Victoria 
started  to  argue  about  the  rightness  or  Peak  collected  our  tickets  while  he 
wrongness  of  such  a  ride.  To  tell  the  walked  down  an  aisle  which  slanted  at 
truth,  Pd  never  before  given  the  mat-  an  angle  of  45  degrees.  A  woman,  one 
ter  any  thought.  Now  one  person  said,  baby  on  her  back  and  another  asleep  at  -- 
“I  wouldn’t  ride  in  one  of  those.  IPs  her  feet,  poled  a  sampan  from  the  pier 
inhuman.”  Another  agreed,  “That’s  to  a  floating  restauranL  These  ricksha 
right.  Lots  of  Chinese  cities  have  de-  runners  Gacf  {heir  jobs  tcfdoTloo,  aid 
dared  rickshas  illegal  because  they  they  not? 

say  to  use  ‘human  horses’  is  undig-  "IJiey  don't  make  much  money  at  $5 
nified.”  HK  per  ride,  less  than  a  dollar  of  US 

These  carts  were  once  used  widely  in  money,"  one  man  said. 

Japan  and  China  (they  were  invented  ‘  “But  they’ll  make  less  than  that  if  no 
in  Yokohama,  Japan,  in  1870),  but  I  .  one  hires  them,”  I  countered, 
think  they’re  not  used  much  any  more.  Joan  and  I  got  into  a  ricksha.  We 

Jinriksha,  a  Japanese  word,  is  derived  would  ride,  we  had  decided,  but  only 
from  three  Ancient  Chinese  words,  around  the  block.  The  weather  was  in- 
“jin”  for  man,  “riki"  for  strength,  and  deed  sticky,  and  the  man,  I  admitted, 
“alia”  for  vehicle.  It  is  often  shortened  did  look  weary.  “Maybe  we’d  better 
to  ricksha.  get  out  and  pull  while  he  rides,”  I 

I  saw  another  runner  coming  down  whispered  to  Joan,  as  I  thought  of 
£*A“*~*‘  wife  his  cart  “ItWlLto-  Aesop’s  fable  mua  and  the 


opinion  ...  , 

“Grateful  for  New  Orleans  Seminary 


leans  Baptist  Seminary  with  such 
mixed  feelings.  Having  been  some¬ 
what  of  a  rebellious-youth  in  my  home 
church  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  then 
having  completely  shunned  Christian¬ 
ity  while  a  college  student,  having  be¬ 
come  a  Christian  only  after  beginning 


“Now,  Steve,  when  you  get  to  semi- 
nary  you  need  to  ask  every  one  of  your 
prufesMrs  if  they  believe  in  the  raW 
plenary  inpiratioa  of  the  Bible . 

“I  hope  what  happened  to  Mike 

AmtfU warn  to  m  ■ 


,  In  January,  1979,  I  was  halfway 
through.  What  had  I  leaned?  Could  I 
now  answer  some  of  those  questions 
that  had  plagued  me  when  I  first 
came?  I  wasn’t  sure.  Just  what  did  I 
believe  It  wasn’t  that!  didn’t  have  a  lot 
af  wew  knowledge  as  well  as  seven 


.fought  ? 


study ,  be  didn’t  even  mention  the 


mm  nmm  <*mmm***»d  notions  about  foUowing  Jesus  is  not  easy.  But 
God  the  Bible,  theChristian  life,  and  1  came  to  seminary,  I  didn’t 

utbem  even  about  life  itself  no  longer  swmed  realize  that  if  my  studies  here  didn’t 

ry  time  validi  isB^  it  wrMg  f«r  me  to  help  prepare  me  to  face  the  tough 

to*  of  feci  this  way,  to  fed  Ike  all  those  views  wwld  we  live  in  with  God’s  message, 

lool,  I  arrnird  tit  ’  ~~  then  it  would  have  been  a  waste  of  my 

M®sa  ndt  really  ss?  Ssmetimes  I  fed  like  a  time  and  Gods, 
t  ■ on  my  ^ip  w5£out  a  rnddsr  I’ve  learned  a  lot  here,  but  most  of 

tristian  p  '  all  I’ve  learned  this:  God  has  called 

yonder  Waita.minute!  Whatdid  that  prof  es-  me,  thus  wherever  His  calling  leads 

ing  of  a  sor  say?  “Don’t  make  Scripture  fit  me  T  am  not  alone.  I  am  grateful  for 

uietta,  your  preconcdved  notions!”  Have  I  New  Orleans  Baptist  Seminary,  and  I 

T  Yj  V  — ’*  *"  the  text,  am  grateful  to  God, 

There  and  apply  the  text  wholly  to  thyself!”  ‘  J„  Steven  Morse,  a  1990  graduate  and 
isinbe-  “Theeriterion  by  which  Scripture  is  td  his  wife’Oeidraof  Npw  Organs  Semi 
II,  Lord  be  interpreted  is  Jesus  Christ”  Lard,  nary,  have  been  appointed' by  the 

eaadl  forgive  me.  How  cosdd  I  presume  upon  Home  Mission  Board  and  are  stationed 

hereto  '  your  revelation  of  yonrself  and  impose  in  Fresno.  Calif.'He  is  a  native  of 

■t  all  I  my  own  concepts  on  yon?  I  can  see  now  Jackson. 


betired.”  Another'  replied,  “I  doubt  no  one! 

that.  These  men  can  easily  run  20  to  30  It’s  impossible  always  to  please 
miles  a  day.”  everybody.  I  know  that  for  a  surety.  I 

Both  runners  at  that  moment  smiled  suppose  it  doesn’t  hurt  to  try  to  please 
and  bowed  and  politely  beckoned,  as  if  as  many  people  as  possible.  Some- 
eager  for  passengers.  “Well,  it’s  their  times  it’s  good  to  please  yourself.  But 
job,”  I  said.  “Maybe  they  have  chil-  the  most  important  consideration  is 
dren  to  feed.  We  would  be  helping  to  this:  is  the  way  I  try  to  please  others, 
raise  their  income  if  we  rode,  wouldn’t  or  to  please  myself,  also  pleasing  to 
we?”  God? 

right  and  not  do  it  is 


Self-centeredness 


What  do  we  believe  about  sin? 


there  cannot  be  good  without  tH?  pos-  sin  is  oui  own.  The  soul  that  sins  is  the 
sibility  of  evil.  Things  and  lower  ani-  one  that  dies  (Ez.  18:20) .  line’s  teeth 
mais  can  do  neither  good  nor  evil.  Man  are  on  edge,  he  has  eaten  sour  grapes 
is  able  to  trust,  and  this  means  that  he  along  with  his  fathers  ( Jer.  31 :29).  One 
can  distrust.  He  can  be  true,  so  he  can  must  blame  himself  alone  for  being 
be  untrue.  Good  and  evil  are  moral  ruled  by  selfish  desire  (James  1: 13- 
possibilities  wherever  there  is  tree-  16). 
dom  for  moral  choice.  Nature  of  Sin 

Man's  Inclination  Toward  Sin  Man’s  sin  is  traceable  to  abuse  of  his 

Man’s  obvious  inclination  toward  sin  God-given  freedom.  Sin  is  self- 
is  often  said  to  be  due  to  “the  fall  of  centeredness:  self-iove, self-trust;  and 
Adam.  "Tins  calkin’ a  closer  reading  self-assertion.  Man  sins  in  claiming 
of  the  Bible.  Adam’s  fail  was  the  result  for  himself  the  place  that  belongs  to 
of  his  inclination  toward  sin;  the  incli-  God.  Man  tries  to  be 

nationdidnotresultfromthe"faU.”lt  cheese.”  He  tries  to  have  his  being ,  being.  . 
was  man  as  created  who  distrusted  apart  from  God.  Cut  off  from  God,  he 
and  disobeyed  God.  From  the  first,  found  himself  cut  off  from  man.  When 

Adam  had  freedom  of  choice;  and  his  Adam  and  Eve  became  estranged  ,  Bondage  and  Guilt 

inclination  toward  self  appeared  from  from  God,  they  began  to  blame  one  Man  is  mocked  by  his  sin.  Seeking  to 
the  beginning.  Genesis  did  not  de-  another  for  their  plight,  and  then  Cain  be  free,  he  is  enslaved  by  sin  (John 

scribe  Adam  as  ever  walking  with  killed  Abel.  That  is  man’s  story.  The  8: 34). .Seeking  to  save  himself,  man  is 

God  in  trusting  obedience.  Adam  did  breakdown  of  the  individual  and  the  seif-destroyed  (Mark  8:35).  The 

not  “fall  from  grace”  or  otherwise  lose  breakup  of  the  human  family  are  both  wretched  plight  of  one  who  does  what 

his  salvation.  He  never  entered  the  -due  to  man’s  cutting  himself  off  from  be  wills  not  to  do  and  fails  in  what  he 
offered  life  with  God.  God.  wills  to  do  is  slavery  atitsworst(Rom. 

Ip  the  New  Testament,  only  Paul  Romans  1 . 16-32  offers  a  clear  expla-  7:18ff). 

and  Jude  mention  Adam.  In  two  pas-  nation  of  the  origin,  nature,  and  con-  Because  man  is  bound  up  with  bu- 
sagesfRom.5.12-21;  ICor.  15:22) Paul  sequences  of  sin.  God  made  himself  inanity  and  history,  his  bondage  is 

compares  Adam  and  Christ,  indicat-  knowable toman  (l:19:cf.  John  17:3),  even  greater.  Not  only  dqps  he  have 

ing  our  relationship  to  Adam  in  sin  and  but  man  chose  not  to  know  God  (1:28).  inclination  toward  sin,  but  (he  weight 

to  Christ  in  salvation:  “As  in  Adam  all  God  gave  man  over  to  man’s  own  of  history  and  humanity  is  against 

die,  so  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  choosing  ( 1 :24, 26,  28).  Trying  to  go  it  him.  No  man  comes  to  his  choices  un- 

alive”  11  Cor.  15:23).  Life  in  Christ  is  aloes,  man  plunged  deeper  and  deeper  conditioned  by  other  people.  They  help 

not  determined  or  automatic.  Paul  i»  u,^evil,  suffering  a  cor"'’  joral  shape  our  feelings,  thinking,  value'  y 

not  a  universal  is  t;  he  does  not  teach  breakdown  (1:25-27)  plus  m  uioAup  and  all  that  we  are.  This,  however, 
that  because  Christ  came  everybody  ofthehumanfamily(l:28-32).Thesins  does  not  relieveus  of  responsibility 

will  be  saved.  One  lives  in  CTirist  only  if  of  sexual  perversion,  drunkenness,  and  guilt;  for  when  others  condition 

he  commits  himself  to  Christ.  So,  one  greed,  envy,  strife,  deceit,  slander,  us,  they  tlo  it  through  personal  and  not 

dies  in  Adam  only  if  he  commits  him-  hate,  murder,  and  the  like  all  issue  mechanical  means.  They  persuade  us. 

self  to  the  way  of  Adam.  from  the  fateful  choice  to  worship  the  At  some  point  we  yield,  saying  yes 

We  come  into  the  world  with  an  in-  creature  (self,  sex,  money,  or  what  when  wc  could  say  no,  Others  are  re¬ 
el  inatiorttoward  evil,  just  as  was  true  not)  rather  than  the  creator  ( 1 : 251 ,  re-  sponsible  for  what  they  do  to  us,  but  we 

of  Adam.  From  infancy  one  shows  a  fusing  to  have  God  in  one’s  knowledge'  ,  are  responsible  for  what  we  let  them 
bias  for  himself  and  prejudice  against  (1:28).  ^  do  to  us.  They  could  not  make  us  hate, 

all  that  is  not  self  I  (belongs  to  being  a  The  Whole  Man  lust,  or  fear  unless  we  allowed  them  to. 

person  to  be  inclined  to  use  one’s  free-  Sin  belongs  to  the  whole  man,  not  to  History  and  the  human  race  are 
doin'  for  self.  We  have  to  Jearn  trust  some  “lower  nature.”  Sin  cannot  be  against  us,  but  God  is  for  us.  He  alone  Wordsofaffectien.howsoe’erex- 

apd  obedience.  Although  the  weight  of  isolated  into  one  part  of  man’s  self-  can  save  us  from  ourselves  and  from  pressed.  The  latest -spoken  still  are 

^Wmarnty  and  history  is  u0on  us,  our  hood:  body,  »■£*,  will,  or  emotions  others.  .  <  . *  -  v  deem’d  the  best  —  Joanna  Baiilie 


By  Frank  Stagg 

What  is  sin’s  origin?  How  could  sin 
enter  God’s  world?  Who  is  responsible 
tar  sin?  What  is  its  nature? 

■  God  is  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  sin  but  not  far 
sin  iteelf.  He  made 
man  ( generic  usage 
for  male  and 
female!  capable  of 
good  and  thus  cap¬ 
able  of  evil.  To  have 
one  possibility  is  to 
Magg  have  the  other. 
There  can  be  good  without  evil,  but 


Sin  does  not  belong  as  such 

“Flesh’'intheNewTestamentusuaUy  I  *  %,  *  yJT  )| 

designates  the  whole  man  in  his  weak- 

ness  or  estrangement  from  God.  The  I,-  J!  .  wr*  ■ 

“worksof  the  flesh  "include  sins  of  the  |  ■ 

spirit,  like  envy,  as  well  as  sins  of  sen¬ 
suality,  like  fornication  (cf.  Ga.  5. 19-  Evangelism  conference 
21).  Sin  is  not  simply  a  lack  of  know-  ~ 

ledge.  Man  often  knows  better  than  he  Dear.  Mr.  McGregor  : 
does.  Sin  is  not  a  failure  of  will  alone.  We  were  privileged  to  attend  the 
Sometimes  man  goes  against  his  will,  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  Con- 
doing  wrong  when  he  wills  to  do  right,  ference  last  week  at  First  Baptist 
but  often  man  wills  to  do  wrong.  Man  is  Church,  Hattiesburg.  There  is  no  way 
the  whole  crippled  in  will  but  also  in  his  whole  we  can  express  to  you  the  tremendous 

blessings  we  received  during  this  con¬ 
ference. 

Had  there  been  nothing  more  than 
the  "Praise  from  the  Keyboard”  with 
Dot  Pray  and  Irene  Martin;  the 
“Vocal  Witness”  from  Russell  New¬ 
port,  it  would  have  been  well  worth  our 
trip  from  Pensacola  to  Hattiesburg. 
The  Bible  studies  each  session  were 
informative  and  inspirational . 

All  in  all,  tt  was  among  the  very  best 
Evangelism  Conferences  we  have 
ever  attended.  Our  special  thanks  to 
Roy  Collum  and  those  who  put  to¬ 
gether  this  conference. 

God  bless  Mississippi  Baptists. 

Overl  &  Pearl  Oglesbee 
Oakerest  Baptist 
Church 

Pensacola,  Fla. 


STEPPING  STONES  by  Jim  N. 
Griffith  (Broadmaa,  154  pp.,  94.96) 
The  author,  a  Baptist  pastor  in  Geor¬ 
gia,  has  written  nine  chapters  on 
“stepping  stones” :  What  To  Do  When 
It.Rains;  You  Can’t  Win  ’Em  All  fur 
Can  You?);  Depressed?;  Alone? 
Never!;  Through  the  Microscope  of 
Tears;  Running  with  Patience;  When 
Life  Puts  You  Down,  Faith  Pulls  You 
Up;  But  It  Hurts! ;  and  Highjumping 
the  Hurdles.  Each  chapter  gives  illust¬ 
rations  from  life.  Griffith  observes 
that  most  people  spiritually  stagger 
through  life,  and  stay  downtrodden 
and  defeated.  Through  this  book  he 
says  that  the  negatives  of  life  can  be 
transformed  into  positives  —  that 
st&itnbling  blocks,  when  viewed  with 
the  eyes  of  faith,  are  stepping  stones. 


ENCOURAGEMENT,  A  WIFE’S 
SPECIAL  GIFT  by  Ruth  Me  Roberts 
Ward  (Baker,  paper,  9146,84pp.)  This 
author  maintains  that  the  wife  who 
gives  sincere  encouragement  to  her 
husband  is  soon  “mending  the  little 
tears  in  the  fabric  of  her  marriage.” 
She  says  that  working  together  in  a 
marriage  is  “something  like  putting 
■up  a  camping  tent:  if  takes  two  people, 
NOTE-.  Bryant  Cummings,  director,  ««>)  performing  their  own  jobs,  but 
state  Sunday  School  department,  and  •Jav'nJ  8  common  goal  in  mind.” 
Dan  Hall ,  director .  state  Church  Music  writing  tongue-in-cheek, 

department,  joined  Roy,  Collum,  di-  Mr*  Ward  offers  practioel  advice  on 
rector,  state  Evangelism  department,  strengthening  and  mending  mar-, 
in  planning  the  Evangelism/Bible  Her  humorous  pen-and-ink 

Conference  program.  sketches  that  accompany  the  advice 

_  provide  unforgettable  “sermons  with- 


Services  during  March  will  niark 
100th  year  at  Calvary r  Meridian 
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George  Washington’s 
prayer  for  his  country 

Almighty  God,  we  make  our  earnest  prayer  that  Thou  wilt  keep  the 
United  States  in  Thy  holy  protection,  that  Thou  wilt  incline  the  hearts  of  the 
citizens  to  activate  a  spirit  of  subordination  and  obedience  to  govern¬ 
ment;  to  entertain  a  brotherly  affection  and  love  for  one  another  and  for 
their  fellow  citizens  of  the  United  States  at  large.  And  finally  that  Thou  wilt 
most  graciously  be  pleased  to  dispose  us  all  to  do  justice,  to  love  mercy  and 
to  demean  ourselves  with  that  charity,  humility  and  pacific  temper  of 
mind  which  were  the  characteristics  of  the  Divine  Author  of  our  blessed 
religion,  and  without  an  humble  imitation  of  whose  example  in  these  things 
we  can  never  hope  to  be  a  happy  nation.  Grant  our  supplication,  we  be¬ 
seech  Thee,  through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.  —  AMEN. 

(NOTE;  Washington 's  prayer  is  the  final  paragraph  of  his  circular  letter 
to  the  states  of  June  1, 17W,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  governors  of 
the  IS  existing  states.  The  prayer  seems  to  be  best  known  today  but  the 
entire  letter  illustrated  Washington’s  vision  of  the  future  development  of 
the  new  nation.  . t- 

John  H.  Rhodehamel,  archivist,  Mount  Vernon  Ladies  Assoc  of  the 
Union,  ML  Vernon,  Va.,  explains,  “Washington  begins  by  expressing  his 
desire  to  retire  at  last  to  Mount  Vernon  ( a  familiar  theme )  and  then  goes  on 
to  outline  what  he  sees  as  the  great  potential  of  the  American  nation.  He 
advocated  a  strong  federal  government  as  the  indispensible  basis  of  future 
wealth  and  expansion.  This,  of  course,  anticipated  the  Constitutional  Con¬ 
vention  and  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  which  Washington  did  so 
much  to  bring  about.  In  1783,  there  was  considerable  disagreement  on  the 
future  political  relationship  of  the  individual  states. 

“Throughout  the  letter,  Washington  makes  reference  to  the  blessings  of 
‘Heaven,’  but  this  theme  finds  its  highest  expression  in  the  closing  parag- 
raph.  This  passage  is  probably  the  moat  explicitly  religious  in  all  of 
Washington's  writings.  For  this  reason,  it  has  been  excerpted  and  pre¬ 
sented  as  ‘George  Washington’s  Prayer.'  ” 


Services  beginning  on  March  1  and 
continuing  each  Sunday  morning  and 
evening  and  Wednesday  evening 
throughout  the  month  will  mark  the 
108th  anniversary  of  Calvary  Baptist 
Church,  Meridian. 

He  brothers  Farr  will  be  toe  open¬ 
ing  and  dosing  speakers  during  toe 
month-long  observation.  Eugene  J. 
Farr  of  Clinton  will  speak  at  the  8:45 
a  m.  service  on  March  1,  and  Edward 


Farr  of  Scooba  will  speak  during  the 
evening  service  on  March  28.  Both 
men  were  ordained  by  Calvary 
Church. 

Eugene  Farr  has  been  toe  pastor  of 
26  churches  in  Mississippi  and  served 
on  the  faculties  of  Clarke  College  and 
Mississippi  College,  the  latter  for  17 
years.  He  retired  in  1871.  He  has  com¬ 
piled  church  histories  for  the  churches 
at  Florence,  Richland,  and  Edwards. 


He  is  engaged  in  preparing  a  history 
First  Baptist  Church,  Clinton. 

W.  Otis  Seal  is  pastor  of  Calvai 
Baptist  Church,  Meridian, 

On  March  15  there  will  be  three  se 
vices  on  Sunday  fallowed  by  service 
twice  each  day  through  Friday  excel 
for  Monday  morning. 


The  evening  speaker  on  March  1  will  pastor),  J.  W.  Williams  and  Walter 
be  Lamar  Sewell  of  Pinevilie,  La.  also  Byoou  McMullen, 
ordained  by  the  church.  On  March  4  Caivary  Baptist  Church  was  or- 
another  of  the  church’s  ordained  -ganized  on  March  20, 1881,  in  the  meet- 
preachers,  George  Gay  of  Chipley,  ing  place  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church  in  Meridian.  It  was  the 
second  Baptist  church  to  be  organized 
in  the  city.  Twenty-seven  men  have 
served  as  pastor  of  the  church,  though 
one  of  them,  A.  Gressett,  who  was  the 
first  and  served  three  times,  was  al¬ 
ways  serving  in  the  capacity  of  supply 
er  interim  pastor .  The  first  pastor  to  be 
called  to  the  position  was  J.  C.  Foster 
in  1881,  but  he  did  not  begin  service 
immediately;  and  Gressett  filled  in  for 
a  period.  Gressett  was  also  editor  of 
toe  Southern  Baptist. 

After  10  years  toe  business  commun¬ 
ity  began  to  close  in  on  the  Calvary 
property,  and  the  church  moved  to  toe 
west  side  of  the  city.  It  was  relocated 
on  41st  Avenue,  and  the  name  was 
changed  to  Forty-First  Avenue  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Many  years  later  the 
name  was  changed  back  to  Calvary 
Baptist  Church. 

Eddy  Nicholson,  one  of  the  program 
personalities  during  the  week  of  an¬ 
niversary  observation  is  known  as  toe 
rocking  chair  philosopher.  Jim  Car- 
raway  is  known  as  the  singing  en¬ 
gineer. 

W.  Otis  Seal,  the  present  pastor,  was 
.  .  „  called  to  the  church  in  1857  and  thus 

Thomassian  on  Thursday  and  Friday  has  served  the  church  during  parts  of 
will  be  Eddy  Nicholson  of  Lubbock,  four  decades.  He  has  served  almost  25 
Tex.  of  the  church’s  100  years. 

Speakhig  for  toe  early  service  and  Seal  says,  “One  of  the  greatest 
toe  evening  service  on  Marcji  22  will  be  barometers  of  a  church  is  those  sent 
toe  other  of  two  living  former  pastors,  out  to  spread  toe  Word."  In  addition  to 
Tom  L.  Pfeifer  of  Pinevilie,  La.  During  toe  23  who  have  been  ordained  to  toe 
the  afternoon  W!  A.  McPheeters  of  ministry  there  have  been  two  mis- 
Noxapater,  who  was  ordained  by  toe  ionaries — Mrs.  Marie  Coats  RoMhSon 


Lewis  A.  Curtis  of  Graceville,  Fla.  who 
was  ordained  by  the  church.  Others 
who  will  be  a  part  of  the  morning  ser¬ 
vice  are  Ben  Birdsong  of  Meridian,  one 
who  was  ordained  by  toe  church,  and 
Roland  Boyd  of  Evans,  Ga.  Curtis  and 
Boyd  will  b%the  evening  service  per- 


Whitfe  House  to  drop 
religious  liaison  post 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Among  the  viously  centered  on  likely  candidates 
many  changes,  being  made  at  the  for  the  religious  liaison  position,  a  post 
White  House  by  President  Ronald  held  during  the  final  20  months  of  the 
Reagan  is  the  elimination  of  a  presi-  Carter  administration  by  Southern 
dential  assistant  for  religious  liaison,  Baptist  minister  Bob  Maddox. 

Baptist  Press  has  learned.  Although  numerous  past  presidents 

According  to  a  spokeswoman  for  assigned  staff  to  deal  with  the  religious 
Elizabeth  Dole,  assistant  to  the  presi-  communities.  Carter  is  believed  to 
dent  for  public  liaison,  White  House  re-  have  been  the  only  chief  executive  to 
lations  with  the  nation’s  religious  elevate  toe  task  to  the  level  enjoyed  by 
communities  will  be  reassigned  to  an  Maddox. 

office  with  a  larger  agenda.  Dole’s  •  An  assistant  in  Dole’s  office  em- 
representative  said  the  assignment  phasized,  however,  that  the  change 
has  yet  to  be  made  to  a  specific  does  not  signal  a  decision  to  neglect 
member  of  toe  president's  staff.  public  relations  with  religious  organi- 
Speculation  about  toe  post  had  pre-  zations. 

One  possible  explanation  for  the  de- 
L  .Jii. cision  to  abolish  the  position  may  be 

H  Reagan’s  desire  to  avoid  a  direct  con- 
I  '  frontation  with  leaders  of  the  religious 

right,  the  fundamentalist 

fWjjf  W'W  TfvWjnllpSM  which  claimed  major  credit  for  the 

new  president’s  election. 

wSrSiiM, ' wJ  Such  a  face-off  would  unquestiona¬ 


ble  pictures  of  20  of  the  27  men  who  tiave  served  as  pastor  of  Catvaiy  Baptist 
Church,  Meridian,  are  on  the  wall  in  the  church  building.  They  begin  with  A.  Gressett 
in  the  upper  left  and  go  to  the  present  pastor,  W.  Otis  Seal,  in  the  lower  right.  - 

Mill  Valley,  Calif.  —  J.  Andrew  The  challenge  gift  offered  by  Mr. 
Krake,  development  associate  at  Gol-  and  Mrs.  Rice  has  toe  following  stipu- 
den  Gate  Baptist  Theological  Semi-  lations.  The  Rices  will  match  the  en- 
nary,  announced  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  dowment  gifts  to  Golden  Gate  Semi- 
Jack  Rice,  a  Roseville  couple,  and  nary  from  employees  who  work  for 
members  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  companies  that  have  matching  gifts 
Fair  Oaks,  California,  have  offered  a  programs.  They  will  match  gifts  up  to 
8100,000  challenge  gift  to  Golden  Gate  a  total  of  3100,000.  This  offer  is  good 
Seminary.  until  December  31,1981. 


will  be  William  E.  Green  of  Louin. 
Green,  who  was  ordained  by  the 


Prediction  becomes  fruition 

mo  .oofToft  ©.  *  ,1119X17  ban  pimFli  -oi>  rv;  < 

______  rvajLj,  T, f  ■ :  -  .  or*  oyfwiw  A  »¥>  ‘rktill  i  itfikati. 

at  Baptist  Medical  Center 


the  religious  right  nor  malnl, 
nominations. 


£  '<•  ,£^v*t3!fcHL  Kariba,  Zimbabwe  —  The  end  of  the 

guerrilla  war  in  Zimbabwe  meant 
L.norale  tour  Will  begin  reb.  23  missionary  children  (MKs)  in  Zim- 

,  P  habwe  and  Zambia  could  hold  a  joint 

The  William  Carey  College  Chorale  will  begin  its  25th  annual  tour  on  February  23,  retreat  lastfall  on  the  Zimbabwe  shore 
with  a  performance  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo.  •  '  •  of  Lake  Kariba,  the  lake  which  sepa- 

The  Chorale  dates  from  1956  when  Donald  Winters  came  to  the  college  to  lead  rates  toe  two  countries.  The  six  Zam- 
what  was  then  the  music  department  and  has  since  become  the  School  of  Music.  bia  MKs  and  nine  Zimbabwe  MKs 
In  past  years,  the  Chorale  has  premiered  two  major  contemporary  choral  works,  were  able  to  tocct  a  Kariba  only  after 
Benjamin  Dunferd’s  'Psalm  123"  and  Robert  Gauldin’a  "Herod  and  the  Magi.”  They  'toe  border,  which  had  been  closed  for 
performed  Bach's  “St.  Matthew  Passion"  with  the  Mobile  Symphony  Orchestra  and  BlmostewC  „*ars  because  of  the 


By  Jean  May  by  those  patients  who  require  anes- 

U»e  January  22,  1878  issue  of  the  thesia  but  do  not  need  to  stay  hos- 
Baptist  Record  carried  an  article  by  pitalized  beyond  their  few  hour  recov- 
Chester  E.  Swot  subtitled,  "Gallant  ery  period.  An  outpatient  clinic  has 
Lhdy.”  It  began  like  this  -  “She  will  also  been  established  for  those  pa- 
be  85  years  of  age  this  year — this  gal-  tients  who  do  not  require  anesthesia 

lant  lady;  but  if  you  thinks  she  is  think-  but  whose  surgical  procedure  or  treat¬ 

ing  raretarius,  wink  again!  Instead  ment  must  be  performed  within  toe 
she  is  about  to  deck  herself  out  in  a  confines#  a  hospital 
multi-mill Knvdoiiar,  brand-new  outfit  A  gastrointestinal  lab-  for  the  per- 
and  to  begin  a  larger-than-ever  life  of  forming  Of  endoscopy  jprtcetot^i 
service.  This  gallant  lady  of  whom  I  opened  on  the  medical  center’s  third 
speak  with  highest  admiration  and  floor  in  1978. 
deepest  gratitude  is  our  Mississippi  A  puppet  therapy  program  espe- 
Baptist  Hospital.  . cially  designed  for  pediatric  patients 
Five  years  later  toe  multi-million-  and  their  parents  and  ministering  to 
dollar  Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  the  fears,  anxieties,  and  pressures 
Center  is  indeed  deeply  involved  and  brought  on  by  a  hospital  stay  and/or 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  providing  surgery  was  begun  in  1979  and  has 
the  finest  medical  care  available  in  an  proved  extremely  valuable, 

abnosohere  of  Christian  Concern.  -  yks  an  adjunct  to  toe  Chemical  De- 
««  —  ...Me  into  the  new  facility  9odeocy  Unit  an  emfSloyee  assistance 
on  February  1,  1978,  not  a  year  has  program  was  begun  in  1979.  Hie  prog- 
passed  without  the  addition  of  new  ram  serves  to  identify  the  employee 
services  for  medical  staff  and  pa-  with  a  consistent  problem  that  affects 
tients.  his  job  performance .  Assistance  is  of  - 

The  Chemical  Dependency  Unit,  fered  the  employee  through  counsel- 
opened  in  1976  in  toe  Gilfoy  Building,  ing  or  utilization  of  outside  community 
was  remodeled  and  expanded  from  32  agencies.  The  program  has  proved  ef- 
to  74  beds.  The  unit  is  the  only  fective  within  the  hospital  and  is  now 
hospital-related,  private  drug  xe-  being  expanded  to  serve  three 
habilitation  and  alcohol  treatment  businesses  in  the  Jackson  area, 
center  in  Mississippi  serving  the  so-  Many  new  pieces  of  equipmenlwep^ 
cial,  psychological  and  spiritual  needs  resenting  the  latest  in  medical 
of  those  afflicted  with  toe  disease  of  technology  have  been  purchased, 
alcoholism  and  drug  abuse.  Both  and/or  installed  at  MBMC  in  the  past 
adults  and  youth  are  served  by  the  five  years.  Some  of  these  are  an  EKG 
program.  computer,  providing  readouts  and  in¬ 

to  1977  several  new  departments  terpretations  within  a  matter  of  sec- 
were  opened  at  MBMC;  social  ser-  onds ;  a  fullbody  scanner  for  the  detec- 
vices,  patient  representative,  nurse  tion  of  abnormal  masses  and  tissue; 
recruiting,  and  public  relations.  The  and  a  Zeiss  microscope  which  allows 
Social  Services  Department  provides  neurosurgeons  to  perform  delicate 
help  to  patients  and  their  families  in  microneuro  and  microvascular 
solving  socioeconomic  and  emotional  surgery  not  before  available  in  this 
problems  and  in  dealing  wito  toe  area, 
stresses  of  illness,  i.e.  discharge  plan-  : 

ning,  referral  to  community  agencies,  a  <■  ’•  _  ‘  J 

financial  assistance  nr  counseling  \ 

The  patient  representative  serves  as  a  t  . 

liaison  between  the  patient  and  the  % 


"Te  Doom  Laudamue"  by  Guiseppe  Vaidi  with  toe  NewOrleans  Philharmonic  Or-  war,  jeopened  in  April  1980.  Kariba, 
chestra  ,  '  tiw  agiu-est  rec|^**^*t^ 

The  group’s  1961  tourwlll  include  performances  at  Catvary  Church,  Wridlsn,  on  group,  produces  much’W'Oie  «*»*- 
Feb.  24;  Clarke  Collage,  on  Feb.  25;  East  End  Church,  Coluntous,  Feb.  25;  Calvary  il>  used  by  both  countries,  said  Beth 
Church,  Jackson,  Feb.  26;  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Tfflbodaux,  La..  Feb.  27;  Butler,  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
First  Church,  Gautier,  Feb,  28  and  March  1;  and  Spring  Hill  Church,  Mobile.  Ala.]  journeyman  from  New  Mexico  wl» 
March  1, 


met  with  the  group. 


Enjoy  exciting  GOLF 
on  the  GULF 

GOLF  ESCAPE\^ 


ures 


in  Romania 

STUTTGART  —  The  Scriptures  are 
“in  constant  demand  ”  by  Christians  in 
Romania,,  the  administra  tor  of  the  Or¬ 
thodox  Press  said  in  a  recent  letter  to 
United  Bible  Societies  here..  , 

The  UBS  will  provide  paper  and 
binding  materials  for  15,000  books  of 
Psalms  and  25,000  shorter  Bibles,  to  be 
printed  by  the  Romanian  Orthodox 
Patriarchate  in  Bucharest. 

The  Czechoslovakian  authorities 
have  given  permissions  to  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  to  print  100,000  copies 
of  the  new  Czech  ecumenical  transla¬ 
tion  of  the  Bible,  The  new  Czech  trans¬ 
lation  was  launched  in  1979,  when 
00,000  copies  were  published  by  Czech 
Bible  Work.  A  further  60,000  copies  fol¬ 
lowed  in  1980.  Most  of  these  copies 
were  supplied  to  Protestant  churches, 
a  UBS  report  said. 

The  Hungarian  Bible  Council,  wito 
the  Reformed  Press  Department  as 
agency,  has  just  published  the  illus¬ 
trated  New  Testament,  similar  in 
format  and  modern  vernacular  trans¬ 
lation  to  the  “Good  News  for  Modern 
Man"  counterpart  in  English.  The  Un¬ 
ited  Bible  Societies  furnished  photo¬ 
graphic  material,  allowed  free  use  of 
Mpfcino jrights,  and  made  a  gift  of 

JUS 

Hungarian  Church  Press  (HCP)  said. 
The  University  Press  of  Budapest  car¬ 
ried  out  the  printing. 

Fifty-thousand  New  Testaments 
were  fainted  in  the  People’s  Republic 
of  China  last  year,  in  the  Chinese  Ver¬ 
sion  ffi-rt  published  in  1919.  .(EBPS) 

The  bullfrog  was  making  a  speech  at 
the  bullfrogs’  convention.  Suddenly  his 
voice  cracked.  “Excuse Vie,  gentle¬ 
men,”  he  said.  “I  must  have  a  man  in 


per  person/  dbl.  occ. 

-  5  DAYS/ 4  NIGHTS, 

Taw  •  8  Championship  •  5  Rounds  of  Golf 

4  Golf  Courses .  Guaranteed 

\  .  $25  Food  Allowance  * 

1  •  Golfers  Get-Together 

V  *  •  FREE  Golf  Cap  every  Wednesday  — 

\  February  1  thru  June  1, 1981 

'I  Gulf-front,  heated  pool,  beach,  cable  color  TV, 
)  spacious  rooms,  suites,  dining  room,  enter- 
f  tainment,  game  rootn,  children's  play  area. 
I  Year-round  golf,  fresh/salt  water-fishing,  sight- 
1  seeing.  26  miles  of  white  sandy  beach.  2  blks.  to 
I  Edgewater  Shopping  Mall  (over  143  stores). 
Group  rates,  various  package  plans.  Children 
"Sounder  18  free  accompanied  by  parents. 

SENIOR  CITIZENS  WELCOME 
^  TO  GOLD  COAST  FUN  CLUB 

(60  Years  and  Ovar) 

Beautiful  room  lacing  gulf  or  pooltida  garden 

terrace  (1  Q  QC 

Breekfaat,  Lunch  and  Dinner  in  our  FLAGSHIP 

RESTAURANT  _  PWP#r»on 

SPECIAL  DISCOUNT  GOLF  PRIVILEGES,  sv-  SrdS' 

eraging  $7.50  per  18  hoiea  on  8  championship 

god  courses  aSMti 


to  1976  Chester  Swor  concluded  his 
message  wito,  “So  to  this  gallant  lady 
of  65  years;  a  salute  of  love  and 
gratitude  for  your  heroic  past,  and  this 
prediction  for  your  future :  The  best  of 
life  is  yet  to  be!”  to  1981,  at  70  years, 
toe  prediction  is  becoming  fruition 


hospital  In  an  effort  to  fulfill  the  nofi- 
medlcal  needs  of  the  patient  by  utiliz¬ 
ing  personal  contact  to  identify  patient 
complaints  and  problems. 

Ill  1978  one-day  outpatient  surgery 
was  instituted.  Outpatient  surgery  is 
one  of  toe  newest  Concepts  of  cost  cur¬ 
tailment  for  patients  and  has  been  a 
most  successful  program.  1 1  is  utilized 

Attention:  Alumni 
of  Campbellsville 

AD  alumni  from  Campbellsville  Col¬ 
lege  who  live  in  Mississippi  are  asked 
to  send  their  namestcurrent  addresses 
and  phone  numbers  to  toe  Alumni  Of¬ 
fice,  Campbellsville  College, 


i  ,  BILOXI  BEACH 

t  (61/3*43310  I  MOTOR  INN 

|  115  W.  BEACH  BLVD.  Dept.  110 

i  BILOXI,  MISSISSIPPI  *3  9531 


m  celebration  of  MBMCs  70th  birthdey,  and  fifth  anniversary  a  refreshment  booth 
was  set  up  in  the  hoepital’s  lobby  Monday.  Tuoeday  and  Wednesday,  Feb.  2-4,  from 
24  p.m.  Hospital  guests,  patients,  and  employees  consumed  117  gallons  of  ice 
cream,  142  pounds  of  pop  com,  and  1200  servings  of  cake  over  the  three-day  period. 
Red  ribbons  reading  "Happy  Birthday  70/5”  ware  handed  out  from  the  booth.  A 
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Brazilian  dounpour 
showers  blessings 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Although  a  tropi-  When  the  group  left  the  boat  for  a 
cal  downpour  turned  her  jungle  tour  talf-hour  jungle  trek,  they  were 
into  a  muddy  mess,  Mrs.  Charles  Irenched  by  an  unexpected  downpour. 
McLaughlin  isn’t  complaining.  When  they  arrived  back  at  the  boat, 

It  was  a  free  afternoon  during  the  soaked  and  muddy,  their  tour  leaders 
Brazilian  Baptist  Convention  in  Belem  ibviously  expected  the  worst.  One  of 

them  took  people’s  shoes  and  washed 
iff  the  mud."' 

But  the  Missions  leaders  started 
singing  hymn  choruses.  A  Brazilian 
pastor,  who  is  coordinator  of  one  of  the 
major  cities  evangelistic  campaigns, 
sang  “Just  a  Cup  of  Water.”- 
Then  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  public 
tour  exclaimed  in  amazement,  “Some 
of  my  passengers  would  be  demanding 
their  money  back,  but  I  haven’t  heard 
West  Marks  Church  at  Marks  gave  one  word  of  complaint  from  you.  And 
$5,088.95  to  the  1980  Lottie  Moon  you  sing  about  thus  friend  Jesus.  If  it 
Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Mis-  makes  you  so  happy,  I  wish  you  woul<t 
sions.  The  goal  of  $2,500  was  more  than  pray  for  me  that  I  might  have  this  too. 
doubled.  ’Diat’s  when  Mrs.  McLaughlin  saw 

Last  year  a  goal  of  $1,100  was  set,  the  spirit  of  missions  carried  out  by  a 
and  the  offering  was  more  than  double  group  of  soaking  wet  Baptists  in  a 
that.  Danny  M.  Crow  is  the  pastor.  spontaneous  prayer  meeting  on  a 

riverboat. 


Singles  Easter  conference 
spotlights  personal  growth 

NASHVILLE  —  Personal  growth  purchasing  agent,  Benson  Music 
and  Bible_study  will  be  emphasized  at  Company,  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  Rebecca 
the  third  annual  Singles  Easter  Coo-  Thompson,  vice  president  for  student 
ference  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Confer-  affairs,  William  Carey  College,  Hat- 
ence  Center,  Ridgecrest,  N.C.  tiesburg,  Miss. ;  and  Emily  Lite,  direc- 

The  conference,  scheduled  for  April  tor,  New  Woman  Image,  Richardson, 
17-19,  will  feature  Roger  Crook,  Texas. 

chairman,  department  of  religion.  Total  cost  of  the  three-day  confer- 
Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  N.C.  Crook  ence  is  $45.  To  register  send  a  $15.50 
will  deliver  three  messages  on  deposit  to  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Confer- 
“Things  I  Have  Discovered  In  My  ence  Center,  Box  128,  Ridgecrest, 
Christian  Pilgrimage.”  *  Worth  Carolina  28770: 

Special  conference  features  include  The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the 
a  banquet  scheduled  for  Saturday  single  adult  section  of  the  Sunday 
night  and  a  sunrise  service  held  on  School  Board's  family  ministry  de- 
Sunday.  partment. 


West  Marks  doubles 
Lottie  Moon  gifts  *  ~ 


THE  UNIVERSITY  IS  READY 
FOR  YOU! 

College  Prep 


Gladys  Bryant,  toft,  Baptist  Student  Union  director  at  East  Central  Junior  College, 
Oacatur,  celebrated  her  30-year  anniversary  in  student  work  recently.  She  was  hon¬ 
ored  Jan.  15  during  Vespers  at  the  college.  Todd  Rogers,  right,  president  of  BSU  at 
Eaat  Central,  presented  to  her  a  plaque  from  the  students. 


February  27-28 
Friday  6:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 
Saturday  9:00  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m. 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

815.00  Per  Person 


Gladys  Bryant  celebrates 
30th  year,  student  work 


College  Prep  is  a  significant  opportunity  for  graduating  high  school  stu¬ 
dents  or  current  college  freshmen.  Any  college  student  will  benefit  from 
these  sessions  tailor-made  to  help  start  the  next  school  year  on  the  right 


By  Holmes  H.  Carlisle  “B.”  The  greatest  reward  has  been  JRsrS  a 

Director  of  Missions  that  of  seeing  students  come  to  find 

Scott  Association  Christ  as  their  Saviour.  It  has  been  a  ^9  ' 

source  of  great  satisfaction  to  observe 

When  Gladys  Bryant  left  New  Or-  students  make  life  commitments  to  •w’  > 

leans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  the  Lord  in  the  many  ways  they  have  I 

1950  she  had  no  idea  would  be  coffr-  responded  to  Him.  During  these  years  $  “St It 

pleting  30  years  of  student  work  as  the  she  has  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  •  Vi  ' 

the  confirmation  these  commit-  |Sj 

ments  in  students  as  they  have  gone  Jp&f  W 

from  college  days  into  the  world  to  ffj 

serve  as  missionaries,  Christian  busi- 

ness  leaders,  homemakers,  and  hun-  |  nt  [\/|  ’/wyyi  L. 
dreds  of  other  careers.  Through  them  -L  O  l  ^  ITJ.Iy  VjLflllJJ 
she  has  found  her  missionary  service. 

The  future  is  bright  for  BSU  as  46  k||  xmorc  At* 
Gladys  sees  it.  She  has  moved  from  V  UCli  o  UI  XJ 

limited  space  for  BSU  offices  on  the  “ 

college  campus  to  a  building  off-  First  Church,  McComb,  recenUy 
campus  that  provides  not  only  for  of-  honored  29  women  who  had  served  for 
fice  space  but  space  for  worship  and  50  years  or  more  in  the  Woman’s  Mis- 
even  recreational  activities.  She  re-  sionary  Union.  The  WMU  is  a  mission 
joices  in  the  student  missionary  vdun-  action  and  education  organization  of 

teer  program  that  is  supported  by  stu-  the  church.  Two  of  the  women  have 

dent  gifts  and  provides  many  short-  been  involved  over  TOyears.  Mrs.  J.T. 
term  student  missionaries,  especially  Lyons  served  as  State  WMU  President 

during  the  summer  months.  She  for  six  years.  Mrs.  Buell  Bearden 

doesn’t  predict  the  forms  BSU  will  served  as  WMU  Director  of  the  church 

take  in  the  future  but  is  confident  it  will  for  six  years.  She  did  the  research  and 
be  healthy  and  able  to  grow  while  helped  plan  the  recognition  service, 
adapting  to  the  changes  of  the  world  as  She  was  assisted  by  Mrs.  Donald  H. 
they  occur.  Jones,  current  WMU  Director. 

|  She  hesitates  to  single  out  indtvHu-  Seventeen^  the  women  were  able  to 

t  [L#& gfatitHde  for.,  be  present  for  the  recognition  and  pre- 

i  thdr  fuPf»rt  during  these  three  de-  sentation  on  Sunday  evening,  Feb- 
cades.  She  does  recognize  they  are  ruary  8,  1981.  They  were  each  pre- 
many .  She  mentions  the  Student  Work  sen  ted  a  certificate  of  recognition  by 

Departments  in  both  Nashville  and  Harold  D.  Fleming,  minister  of  educa- 
Jackson  as  contributors  to  her  work.  tion.  Also,  each  received  letter  from 
She  acknowledges  the  local  Student  Marjean  Patterson,  executive  direc- 
Work  Committee  in  the  support  given,  tor,  Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  Mis- 

The  local  church  has  been  an  ally,  as  sissippi  Baptist  Convention,  corn- 
well  as  churches  in  the  area  served  by  mending  them  (or  their  years  of  faith- 
the'BSU  program.  Valuable  support  ful  service. 

has  come  from  the  local  community  Front  row,  seated  left  to  right:  Mrs. 
and  form  the  cooperative  leadership  of  L.  W.  Brock,  Mrsc-Enoch  .Williams, 
the  college  staff  and  administration.  .Mrs  U.  S.  Hinesi  Mrs.  T-  M.  Cruise, 
Fellow  BSU  directors  have  =tmheen  a  second  row,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Ellen 
constant  source  of  encouragement,  Bergold,  Mrs.  Ruth  Poole,  Mrs,  C.  E. 

One  thing^he  knows  —  there  are  no  Lillard,  Mrs.  Frances  Pike,  Mrs!  Hugh 
regrets  for  her  decision  30  years  past  Middleton,  Mrs.  Francis  Gehring. 
to  enter  the  door  of  BSU  to  find  her  Mrs.  T.  J.  Parker;  third  row,  left  to 
life’s  work.  *  right,  Mrs.  E.  O.  Murrell.  Mrs.  J.  T.. 

C.  B.  Hogue  will  lead  in 
world  evangelism  plans 


PROBE  MINISTRIES  INTERNATIONAL,  DALLAS,  TX 
SEMINAR  TEAM 

JIMMY  WILLIAMS  BILL  WELDON 

Executive  Director  of  Probe  Teacher  at  Scottsdale  Christian  - 

Ministries  Academy  in  Scottsdale,  Arizona 


Balutce  In  the  Christian  life  —  Suggestions  on  how  to  balance  the 
academic,  spiritual,  social,  and  physical  aspects  of  your  life.  De¬ 
signed  to  help  you  discern  your  priorities. 

Study  Habits — Hints  on  improving  notetaking,  outlining,  and  reading 

Sources  and  Resources  —  Use  of  the  library,  Probe  notebook,  local 
Christian  bookstore,  and  pastors. 

How  to  Share  Your  Faith — Learn  to  communicate  the  truth  of  Jesus 
to  those  around  you. 

Creation/Evolution — a  consideration  of  scientific  evidence  concern¬ 
ing  various  models  of  origins. 

Christian  Involvement  on  Campus  —  Where  can  you  go  to  find  some 
fellowship  and  encouragement?  The  importance  of  the  church. 
Developing  a  Christian  world  View — An  evaluation  and  comparison 
of  biblical  and  contemporary  thought  to  aid  students  in  analyzing 


PRE-REGISTRATION  REQUESTED 


Mail  check  to:  Ron  Kurtz,  First  Baptist  Church, 

P.  O.  Box  1158,  Jackktn,  Mississippi  3 
(601)  948-8780 

Make  check  payable  to  Probe  Ministries. 


After  five  years  as  BSU  director  at 
East  Central  she  was  asked  to  go  to 
Itawamba  Junior  College  to  help  get 
BSU  started  there.  After  six  years  on 
this  campus  she  accepted  an  invitation 
in  1982  to  return  to  E.C.  J.C.  to  her  pre¬ 
sent  work. 

Work  with  students  has  reflected  the 
changes  in  the  Course  of  history.  Miss 
“B,”  as  she  is  affectionately  known, 
with  the  precision  of  one  deeply  in- 


Introduce  your  Child  to  the 


1960’s  wert  years  that  produced  an 
"eager  to  learn  group”  of  youth.  “Re¬ 
bellious  youth”  characterized  the 
early  ’«0’s  The  late  ’«0’s  and  early 
70’s  brought  on  the  anti-God  and  anti¬ 
church  group.  In  the  late  ’70’s  the 
“complacent  group”  appeared.  The 
youth  of  the  '80’s  appear  more  caring 
and  ready  to  serve.  They  referable  the 
youth  of  the  ‘50’s  in  many  ways. 

Over  the  span  of  this  period  she  has 
■ftund  student*  w'ho  expected  to  b» 
^given  everything,  gswell  a*  thooe  who 
acceptetfresponsibiiity  for  the  welfare 
of  the  BSU  program.  There  have  also 
been  those  who  changed  and  matured 
within  the  time  they  were  a  part  of 
BSU.  There  have  been  some  years 
when  not  enough  student  leadership 
could  be  found  to  secure  officers  for 
the  program.  With  the  student  body 
changing  every  two  years  on  the  junior 
college  campus,  the  securing  of  capa¬ 
ble  student  officers  has  been  a  con¬ 
stant  challenge. 

Rewards  have  been  many  for  Miss 


Guide  His  Spiritual  Growth  with 


Every  loving  parent  wants  to  give  his  children 
the  best.  And  the  best  includes  careful,  thought¬ 
ful  spiritual  guidance. 

Nodr  ypu  can  give  your  child  that  sort  of  guid*. 
ance.  .  -  v  .  *  ,v/.t 

BibLeam  wffers  you  an  exciting  way  10  intro-' 
duce  children  to  the  men  and  women  of  the 
Bible.  Together  you  can  share  inspiring  stories 
such  as  Daniel,  inr  th^iions’  den.  courageous 
Ruth,  John  the  Baptist,  the  daring  apostles— 
and.  the  story  of  Jesus,  God's  Son  and  our  Lord. 
And  many  many  more. 

Each  book  in  this  sweeping  twenty-four  vol¬ 
ume  set  is  richly  illustrated  in  full  color.  Bible 
people.  Bible  times,  and  Bible  customs  come 
alive. 

At  last  you  have  a  quick  and  effective  way  to 
answer  questions.  “Let’s  find  out  about  that 
from  your  BibLeam  books"  leads  to  fun  and  un¬ 
derstanding.  - x 

And  best  of  all.  BibLearn  can  help  a  child 
grow  in  his  grasp  of  spiritual  truth.  Every  chap¬ 
ter  of  each  book  is  followed  by  suggestions 
which  help  a  child  explore  Bible  truth  at  a  per¬ 
sonal  level.  Each  time  they  do.  they  will  discover 
more  meaning  for  personal  living. 

Vo  help  you  obtain  this  invaluable  resource. 
Lifeway  Home  Shopping  Service  makes  this  ex¬ 
citing  “no  risk”  offer:  Examine  3  introductory 
BibLearn  books  in  your  own  home  for  fifteen 
days  without  charge  or  obligation.  listen  you 
examine  these  three  books,  you’ll  receive  abso¬ 
lutely  free  an  additional  BibLeam  book  —Jesus: 
God ’s  Son.  Savior,  Lord.  PLUS  a  durable  book 
slip  designed  to  hold  all  24  volumes!! 

If  you  aqd  your  children  are  not  delighted,  re¬ 
turn  the  three  introductory  books— but  keep 
Jesus.  God’s  Son.  Sovior.  Lord  and  the  book 

"»V  YollWt  .  MWWkjjl ,  ,  ’  -It 


1.  'VeiHfT  for  evangelical  groups  in  North 
m  America. 

in  ,  Hogue  also  is  serving  as  program 
of  chairman  planning  the  American  Fes- 
iv  tival  of  Evangelism,  slated  July  27-31, 
al  in  Kansas  City  .  More  than  20,000  Chris- 
of  tians  concerned  about  evangelism 
to  from  120  evangelical  organizations 
Id  and  denominations  in  North  America 
in  are  expected  to  attend.  , 

In  addition  to^planning  the 
le  evangelism  festival,  the  committee 
s,  asked  Hogue  to  expiree  the  possibility 
:e  of  sponsoring  a  small  consultation  to 
1  deal  with  the  challenge  of  reaching 
{  ethnic  groups  in  North  America. 

J  Other  officers  named  by  the  North 
American  Lausanne  Committee  in- 
J  eluded  James  Massey,  speaker  on  the 
j  Christian  Brotherhood  Hour  of  the 
Church  of  God  (Anderson,  Ind  ),  vice 
{  chairman;  Warren  Webster,  general 

i  director  of  the  Conservative  Baptist 

Foreign  Mission  Society,  secretary; 
|  and  Duncan  Brown,  a  Presbyterian 
i  layman  from  Pittsburg,  Pa./trea- 
|  surer. 


Before  YotFMove 

1.  Attach  old  mailing  label  In  tha  space  below  or  print 


Account  No. 


But.  if  you  deckle  BibLearn  is  everything  we 
say  it  is  — keep  the  books  and  pay  $12.95  plus  a 
small  ice  lor  postage  and  handling.  Erth  month 
thereafter  — until  the  set  Is  complete  — your 
youngster  will  receive  two  BibLearn  books  lor 
only  $4  50  each  plus  postage  and  handling.  You 
may  ol  course,  cancel  at  any  time 
But  hurry  so  you  and  your  child  can  begin  to 
enjoy  your  set  of  BibLearn  bonks  Return  the 
'today. 


Address 


(Clip  and  mail  today.) 


Church  Pew  Cushiaas:  Manufac¬ 
tured  in  our  plant.  For  free  esti¬ 
mate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  0  Box  188,  Meridian. 
Miss  39301  Since  1899.  Phone 
(801)  893-4451 


BIBLEARN  "NO  RISK”  OFFER  . . 

O  YES!  Plru.  atgn  my  child  In  thr  BIBLEARN  Readlnf 
Program  Stood  immediately  out  FREE  copy  of  JESUS. 
GOD  S  SON.  SAVIOR.  LORD  pktt  our  FREE  book  caw  and 
the  3  Introductory  books  lor  only  SI2  95  (Total  vaftw  $19.80) 


CHILD’S  NAME 


PARENTS  NAME 


WANTED:  Used  DOUBLE  WIDE 
TRAILER,  Walker  Hill  Baptist 
Mission,  Route  2,  Box  53,  Bran¬ 
don,  MS  39042;  phone  (801)  825- 


3.  Mail  to:  Tha  Baptist  Record 
Circulation 
Box  530 


la  HOME  SHOPPING 
1/  SERVICE 
W  BAPTIST  SUNDAY 
'  SCHOOL  BOARD 
NASHVILLE.  TN  37*34 


FOR  SALE:  30  used  CHOIR 
ROBES  $10  each;  Used  PIANO; 
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Sunday  School  Board  elects 


music 

secretary'and  VP  for  publishing 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.  (BP) 


As  vice  president  for  publishing  and  Tulsa  and  themaster  of  music  degree 
distribution,  Edwards,  42,  will  be  re-  from  Baylor  University.  In  1970,  be 
sponsible  for  supervision  of  the  earned  the  Ph.D.  degree  in  music  edu- 
Broadman,  Holman  and  book  store  di-  cation  from  George  Peabody  College 
visions  and  in  charge  of  general  pub-  (now  a  part  of  Vanderbilt  University! 
lishing  and  retail  distribution  through  in  Nashville, 
book  stores.  _ _ 

vif?  Hughes  Pew  Cushions 

out  of  the  desire  to  “develop  a  unified  Qu*lity  ^comfort  and  beauty 
and  more  efficient  marketing  pro-  believe  we  can 

gram  of  our  different tsiblishing  divi-  ,*ve  *our  church  mone7 

sions  of  Bibles  and  general  religious  3  weeKs  delivery  on  fabric  in  stock 
materials.  Edwards  will  coordinate  FoT  ,TOe  estimate  call  collect 
our  publishing  efforts  both  in  Eugene  Hughes,  501-353-6556 
wholesale  and  retail  areas.”  Route  2,  Box  1S9A 


Moore  given  by  Bill  Cox, 
pastor,  First  Church;  Sardis.  Pastor 
Armond  Taylor  of  the  host  church  led 
the  questioning  A  leather  bound  Bible 
was  presented  to  the  candidate  by  the 
Longview  Heights  congregation. 

Moore  is  married  to  the  former  Kim 
Taylor  of  Olive  Branch.  They  live  in 
Kansas  City,  where  she  is  a  public 
school  teacher,  and  he  is  a  student  at 
Midwestern  Seminary. 

Bob  Rogers  wiil  be  ordained  Fel>.  22 


FIRST  CHURCH,  LONG  BEACH,  licensed  two  last  fall  to  the  gospel  ministry:  EDDIE 
HOWELL  and  RAY  MEECE.  Both 


are  available  for  pulpit  supply,  and  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  by  phone  at  First  Church  (601-864-2584).  Participants  in  the  ordination  service 
were,  left  to  right:  Eddie  Howell;  Charles  Red,  minister  oTFnusic,  Ray  Meece;  John 
Temple,  minister  of  education;  David  Spencer,  pastor;  and  Aaron  Wilson,  deacon 
chairman. 

taken  him  to  many  foreign  posts,  in¬ 
cluding  Vietnam,  Korea,  and  Japan. 

He  served  for  11  years  in  Alaska  where 
he  was  active  in  various  church- 
related  activities.  He  is  married  to  the 
fdrmer  Mary  Felts  Branch,  arid  they 
have  one  daughter. 

Walker  was  ordained  on  Baptist 
Men’s  Day,  and  along  with  the  other 
deacons,  was  presented  with  a  copy  of 
the  book  Now  that  You’re  a  Deacon,  by 
Howard  B.  Foshee,  and  the  new 
deacon  lapel  pin.  Deacons  and-  their 
wives  were  feted  in  a  reception.  James 
S.  Allen  is  pastor, 

A  retired  denominational  executive-, 
an  educator  and  a  pastor  are  the  1981 
Distinguished  Alumni  announced  by 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Fort  Worth,  Tex,  Eula  Mae 
Henderson,  recently  retired  executive 
director  of  the  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Texas  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union-,  W.  Curtis  Vaughan,  professor 
of  New  Testament  at  Southwestern; 
and  Jaroy  Weber,  retired  pastor  and 
former  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
president,  were  selected.  The  trio  will 
be  honored  at  the  seminary’s  national 
luncheon  June  10  in  Los  Angeles. 


Ark.  71743 


to  the  gospel  rcynistry,  in  a  service  at 
Woodville  Church,  Ben  Carlisle,  pas¬ 
tor.  The  ordination  service  will  begin 
at  3  .10  p.m.  Rogers  has  been  serving 
as  minister  of  youth  and  music  at 
Woodville,  as  well  as  working  at  the 
mission  near  Fort  Adams. 

Bob  and  Nicki  Williams  of  Jackson 
were  guest  speakers  at  North  Winona 
Church,  Winona,  Saturday  night,  Jan. 
31.  About  150  youths  and  adults  were 
present  for  a  youth  rally.  The  Wil¬ 
liamses  gave  their  testimonies  and 
sang,  and  he  did  a  chalk  talk. 

Millard  L.  Swinnejjof  6274  Chic¬ 
kasaw  Drive.  Olive  Branch,  is  availa¬ 
ble  for  pulpit  supply  or  interim  pasto¬ 
rate,  All  of  his  pastorates  have  been  in 
north  Mississippi  except  the  last  pas¬ 
torate  which  was  at  First  Church, 
Luxora,  Ark.  He  may  be  contacted  by 
phone  at  1-895-6713. 

JW  Rowland  Walker  was  ordained 
as  a  deacon  Jan.  25  at  Scotland 
Church,  Winona.  Walker,  a  native  of 
Winona,  recentlyre tired  from  the  U.  S. 
Army  and  returned  to  make  his  home 
in  Winona,  His  military  travels  have 


•Wctricity  you 
valuobl*  retoun 


Ppfj rPrilPTlt  —  -  last  year,  according  to  the 

C1UCIH  nomination’s  statistical  projectii 

|  •  Forbis  succeeds  William  J.  Reyno 

Planning  '  who  served  in  that  positioa  from  1 

|  O  ^  #  i960. 

nPPAIDPS  TYrirvritv  Prior  to  assuming  his  positioi 
uaumcs  priority  Missouri,  Forbis,  a  native  of 

’  V  -  -  lahoma,  worked  in  music  mini! 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Trustees  of  the  positions  for  churches  in  Nashv, 
Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board  Tenn.;  Corpus  Christi,  Tex 
learned  of  unprecedented  financial  Cleburne,  Texas,  and  Tulsa,  Okla 
growth  and  honored  board  president  the  mid-1950s,  he  was  jAstructoi 
Darold  Morgan  on  his  10th  anniver-  church  music  arid  assistant  footl 

sary  as  chief  executive  officer  during  coach  for  the  University  of  Cor 

their  63rd  annual  meeting  in  Dallas.  Christi,  as  well  as  Baptist  Stud 
Trustees  also  elected  Charles  Hoi-  Union  director  and  Bible  teachei 
land,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  De*  Mar  Junior  College  in  Cor 
Longview,  Texas,  as  their  chairman,  Christi. 

succeeding  D.  William  Dodson  Jr.,  He  earned  the  'Bachelor  of  mi 
pastor  from  Martin,  Tenn.  education  degree  and  the  mastei 

“Without  a  doubt,  1980  was  a  year  of  arts  degree  from  the  Universitj 

unprecedented  growth  in  which  we  -•  • 
wpre  able  to  credit  record  amounts  to  ' 

accounts  of  our  members,”  M°,  CalvarV  holds 

He  reported  that  funds  held  in  trust  •  1  J 

for  the  more  than  60,000  participants  in  SpCClcll  dclV. 
the  retirement  programs  of  agencies  .  J  <7 

and  churches  increased  17.4 percent  to  hon n|,c  [V'T r>]\  pi  1 
a  record  total  of  3806,518,757,  or  3139  llullui  ~  -LTAUX  T  CIA 
million  more  than  last  year. 

Morgan  said  figures  showing  that 
The  Department  of  Religious  Life  591  churches  joined  the  retirement 
and  Baptist  Student  Union  at  the  Uni-  program  for  the  first  time  and  2,362 
versity  of  Mississippi  are  sponsoring  new  members  enrolled  were  “en- 
the  musical  group  called  “TRUTH”  on  couraging”  because  “they  reflect  how 
the  night  of  March  19.  The  concert  will  retirement  planning  is  becoming  a 
be  held  in  Fulton  Chapel  at8  p.m.  Tic-  priority  item  to  the  participant  and  the 
kets  are  three  dollars  each.  Youth  congregation.”  oi 

groups  that  want  to  buy  blocks  of  tic-  Trustees  comrhended  Morgan  arid 
kets  in  advance,  or  reserve  a  certain  the  board  staff  for  their  efforts  in  pas- 
rtiimber  of  tickets  should  contact:  sage  of  the  Employee  Retirement  In- 
Jerry  Kellum,  Central  Ticket-Office,  come  Security  Act  which  enables 
Ole  Miss  Union,  University,  MS  38677.  agency  personnel  to  continue  partici- 
Polly  Williams  is  director.  Religious  pation  in  the  Annuity  Board  programs. 

Life,  University  of  Mississippi.  At  the  10th  anniversary  banquet, 

trustees  awarded  Morgan  a  three- 
West  End  Church,  Lopisville,  has  month  sabbatical  for  professional  en- 
erected  a  hew  steeple.  Charles  Griffin  richment  in  the  areas  of  his  choice,  and 
is  pastor.  gave  him  a  personalized  set  of  golf 

clubs. 

Harmony  Church,  Winston  County,  The  board  last  year  paid  benefits  to- 

hps  asked  to  be  a  partner  in  pioneer  fating  337,015,444  to  retired  or  disabled 
to  First-Baptist  Church,  ministers,  church  and  agency 
Blanding,  Utah.  Benny-Buckley  is  pas-  employees  or  their  widows.  The  boar** 
tor!’  .  _  ^  also  dijjribijted  3333,798  in  relief,  the* 

-  '  money  received:  for  that  purpose 

Shiloh  (Winston)  has  built  a  covered  through  the  SBC  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
walkway  to  connect  its  building  and  ram. 

expanded  parking  area.  Auzie  Sulli-  The  trustees  also  approved  bylaw 
van  is  pastor.  changes  to  conforni  with  charter 

changes  approved  by  the  SBC  last 
Duck  Hill  Church,  Montgomery  June. 

County,  is  renovating  its  old  education  The  bylaws  now  call  for  every  trus- 
unit.  tee  to  serve  on  a  standing  committee ; 


i^regation 


One  member  of  Calvary  Church 
near  Louin  in  Jasper  County  always 
sits  in  the  front  of  the  church.  He 
hardly  ever  misses  worship  services, 
and  has  become  an  “anchor"  to  the 
rural  congregation,  where  Billy  Par- 
tridge  is  pastor.  "  ' 

Sunday,  jan.  3,  and  the  first  Sunday 
of  e&ch  year,  the  diarth  has  named 
“Junior  McNeil  Day”  in  honor  of  32- 
year-old  Isoto  Forrest  (Junior) 
McNeil. 

Junior  is  special  to  the  congregation 
. .  because  of  his  steady  attendance, 
cheerful  outlook,  and  dedication  to 
church  work.  All  those  are  qualities 
any  Christian  should  word  toward,  but 
they  are  much  harder  for  Junior,  who 
was  born  with  a  birth  defect  and  has 
been  confined  to  a  wheelchair  all  his 
life. 

While  faced  with  seemingly  over¬ 
whelming  obstacles,  McNeil  never 
'grumblsaqbouLhisaituation^  .  Since 
tbecjnfldhwas  founded  » 1962,  he  has 


If  a  significant  portion 
of  your  operational  budget 
is  spent  for  energy 
Let  Energy  Utilization  Incorporated 
Help 

Eitorgy  UliKcaMon  Incorporated 
0®a«gn»  Energy  Management  Syatwrw 


staff  pf.J^in;'  Euppra,  He  is 

serving  as  minister  of  music  and 

Eiyouth.  He  has 
I  served1  in  similar 
■  capacities  at 
■Friendship  Church, 
■Grand  Bay,  Ala. 
|and  Calvary 
Church,  Columbia 
Klimetz  is  the  son 

Klimetz  *Mrs.  Klimetz  of 

Meridian.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Darke 
College  and  William  Carey  College.  He 
is  married  to  the  former  Diane  Adki- 
son  of  Ft.  Walton  Beach,  Fla.  They 
have  one  daughter  Shalyce,  2,  and  twin 
sons,  11  months,  Greg  and  Van. 

Wayne  Van  Horn  is  the  new  pastoral 
Hebron  Church  in  Carroll- 
Montgomery  Association.  Ordained 
Jan.  18,  he  is  a  student  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  and  his  wife  Terri  drive 
to  the  church  on  Friday  aftemooris  and 
stay  weekends  in  a  trailer  furnished  by 
the  church. 

Danny  Bryant  is  the  new  pastor  of 
Poplar  Flat  Church,  Winston  County. 

Evergreen  Church,  Winston  County, 
as  bps  tor  on 


Clifford  Estes  ha., .  ’  .  — '  —  ;  ^OlllllOIlU  \ 

of  First  Church,  Glendale,  Hatiesburg  1 , -  .. 

toaccept  the-call  as  pastor  of  Willow  naV8  tn  hlltp 
Point Chuoch,  Shreveport,  La.  Estes  is  I  J  1JULt 
immediate  past  moderator  for  Leba-  * ],,*  „  nocfnr 
non  Association.  EU  Idle  UdSlUl 

Previously  he  was  pastor  at  Pachuta 

Church  and  at  Calvary,  Newton.  He  -Clarke  Baptist  Association  in 
assumed  his  new  duties  Feb.  8.  He  and  Alabama  adopted  a  resolution  in 
his  wife  Becky  and  their  children  Eric  memory  of  Cecil  Ross  Maples  pastor 
and  Traci  now  live  at  6314  Gilwood  Cir-  who  died  Jan.  1  of  a  heart  attack.  In 
cle,  Shreveport.  .  part,  it  stated.  “God,  in  His  infinite 

love  and  wisdom,  hath  seen  fit  to  take 
A.  Bolling  Kelly  of  Yazoo  City  re-  unto  Himself  our  beloved  brother, 
cently  became  the  pastor  of  Churchill  Cecil  Ross  Maples.  .  .  . 

Baptist  Church,  San  Antonio,  Tex.  “For  seven  years  he  was  pastor  of 

B Kelly  is  the  son  of  Forest  Avenue  Church  of  Jackson, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  -A.  B.  Ala.,  and  served  that  people  willingly 
Kelly  of  Yazoo  City,  and  faithfully,  and  for  those  seven 
and  was  licensed  years  he  also  served  the  Clarke  Bap- 
and  ordained  by  his  tist  Association  in  various  leadership 
home  church  He  is  Capacities,  including  Sunday  School 
a  graduate  of  Mis-  Church  Training,  Stewardship  Chair- 
sissippi  State  Uni-  man  for  a  number  of  years,  member  of 
versity  and  re-  the  Building  Committee  for  the  new 
ceived  the  Doctor  of  Associational  Office  Building  ( Baptist 
Kelly  Ministry  degree  Building),  as  well  as  serving  on 
From  Southwestern  Seminary.  He  is  numerous  cojnmittees,  and  was  serv- 
Former  pastor  of  First  Church,  Helena,  ing  as  vice  moderator  at  the  time  of  his 

Ark.  He  is  married  to  the  former  death . 

Marsha  McGee  of  Trinidad,  Texas,  .  Thej'esolution  expressed  apprecia- 
and  they  have  one  daughter,  Lynsey  tion  and  thanksgiving  “for  the  life  of 
Meredith.  this  Christian  toother  ”  (■*«'**•  — ss 

. _ ..  .  .  .  ,  pastor  at  Forest  Avenue  at  the  time  of 

Rro^ten  S  P8,*^  *  hi*  d«th  He  and  Mrs  Maples  for- 

Brooklyn,  First  Church,  and  a  merly  served  in  Mississippi, 
graduate  of  W.ltiam  Carey  College  A  ^  R  Ma ples  Memorial  Fund 
33  ??  has  been  set  up  at  Mobile  College  by 

Phnrrh  rJFnrt  wlit^n  bis  wife,  Marjorie  Gifts  may  be  sent  to 

f  ^  *  j  F  Mobile  College,  P.  O.  Box  13220 

mil  become  th»  pastor  of  AdairSviile  Mobile.  Ala  3^,3  marlted  for  the’ 

Baptist  Church  in  Adairsville,  Ga.,  in  B  Map)es  Memorial  Fund. 


FIMKCIASS 

BAPTISTRIES  /  STEEPLES 

LARGE  SELECTION  FACT&RY  DIRECT 


On  the  plaque  presented  to  McNeil 
Jan.  3  is  the  inscription,  “for  his  dedi¬ 
cation  to  God  and  inspiration  to 
others.”  —  Reprinted  from  Jasper 
County  News  ■* 


Duncan  Chnrch,  Duncan:  Feb. 
22-27;  Ramsey  Pollard,  pastor 
emeritus,  Bellevue  Church,  Memphis, 


TN,  and  former  SBC  president, 
evangelist;  Kenneth  Jenkins  of  Rena 
Lara,  song  leader;  Johnny  Spencer, 
pastor;  Sunday  at  11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Fri  at  8  a  m.  and  7  p.m. 


HEADQUARTERS^ 

FOR  ALL  TV  FES  OF 

School  A  Church  Furniture 

•  Complete  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  and 
furnishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sunday 
School.  Auditorium  Cafeteria  and  every 
Srhsol  and  Chnrch  use. 


First  Chnrch,  Gulfport:  March  1-4; 
Chester  E.  Swor,  world  traveled 
lecturer 


counselor,  and  author, 
speaking  at  both  services  Sunday, 
March  1,  and  at  noon  luncheons  and  7 
p.m.  services  Monday  through  Wed¬ 


nesday,  March  2-4,  Tommy  Shumate, 
accompanying  Swor,  will  lead  the 
children  arid  youth  in  special  services 
throughout  the  revival ;  First  Baptist’s 


welcomed  Wayne 
Frib.  4.  - 


minister  of  music  Jimmy  Cutrell, 
leading  the  music;  Jim  Keith,  pastor; 
Sunday.  March  1,  services  to  be  Aired 
over  WBOA-AM  Radio,  1490. 

First  Church,  Stonewall :  March  1-8; 
James  Fancher,  guest  speaker;  ser- 


Pianos 

Steinway  . . . .  Kawai 
Everett ....  Wurlitzer 
Organs 

Allen Hammond 
Gulbransen  . .  .  Wurlitzer 

‘Complete  Music  Department 
•Free  Delivery 
'We  Specialize  in  Church 
Installations 

•Special  Terms  to  Churches 


ROSEBERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 

34  £.  FRONT  ST.  DOWNTOWN  HATTIESBURG 


OL  ijmtu.0  ft.  le  Poaielpito 


Love  and  f« 

•  ...  .;■  , 

By  Tom  F.  Rayburn.  Pa* to# 

First,  Booneville 
Matthew  1S:14, 1542 
This  week  the  purpose  of  the  lesson 
'  ja  to  help  the  class  to  learn  what  is  vital 
about  childlikeness  in  relation  to 
Christian  character.  It  also  shows  us 
pom  the  function  of  the  church  is  to 
teach  conversion,  discipline,  and  en¬ 
couragement.  Jesus  treasures  the 
qualities  in  children.  His  disciples 
began  to  argue  over  who  would  be  the 
greatest  in  the  Kingdom  - Jesus  took  a 
little  child  and  put  him  in  the  middle  of 
<  the  group.  The  child  became  a  living. 

■  ’  "object  lesaon.”  The  Lord  said  that 
one  must  become  like  a  child  in  order 
to  enter  the  Kingdom. 

V- I  Who  Is  The  Greatest  In  The 
Kingdom'  —  The  disciples  thought  be 
was  about  to  set  up  an  earthly  King¬ 
dom.  They  wanted  to  know  who  should 
have  the  highest  offices  in  the  -King¬ 
dom. 

VI- 1  Except  Ye  Be  Converted  — 
This  means  to  be  changed  or  turned.  It 
means  to  turn  from  one  habit  of  life  or 
set  of  opinions  to  another  habit  of  life 
and  set  of  opinions.  It  refers  to  the 
great  change  called  the  new  birth,  or 
regeneraion.  Aad  Become  As  little 
Chfldren  —  Generally  children  have 
the  characteristics  of  humility  and 
teachableness.  They  have  no  ambition 
or  pride  and  are  not  haughty  Jeaus 
meant  that  this  disciples  must  become 
like  children.  They  must  lay  aside  aro- 

(  bition,  pride,  and  be  willing  to  accept 
their  positions  in  the  service  of  God, 
which  are  very  lowly. 

V-4  The  Same  Is  The  Greatest  — 
The  Christian  who  becomes  most  emi¬ 
nent  will  have  great  humility. 

V-5  Whoso  Shall  Receive  One  Such 
Utile  CUM —The  real  Christian  is  one 
who  loves  and  receives  with  a  childlike 
spirit.  He  is  humble,  and  meek.  In  Mr 
Name  —  The  one  who  receives  *  us 
Christian  who  approves,  loves,  and 
treats  with  kindness,  and  aids  in  the 
time  of  need.  He  is  a  follower  of  Christ 
because  he  is  attached  to  Jesus. 

V4  Whoso  Shall  Offend  —  This 
means  to  place  anything  in  the  way  of  a 

Millstone  Were  Hanged  Aboot  His 
Neck  —  Millstones  were  turned  by 
hand  or  by  animals  in  the  ancient 
world.  They  were'used  in  capital 
punishment,  which  was  practiced  by 
the  Greeks,  Syrians,  Romans,  and 
other  nations  To  cause  the  simplest 
Christian  to  sin  wtll  be  regarded  by 
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Jesus  as  aserious  offense  and  will  be 
punished. 

V-15  More  If  Thy  Brother  -  Christ¬ 
ians  are  brothers  because  they  belong 
to  the  family  of  God.  They  were  re¬ 
deemed,  they  have  the  same  Father; 
they  have  the  same  feelings,  convic¬ 
tions,  and  goal  which  is  heaven.  Tres¬ 
pass  Against  Thee  —  This  is  to  injure 
by  words  or  behaviour.  One  sins 
against  another  by  injuring  his 
character,  or  his  property  Go  And  Tell 
Him  IBs  Fault  —  Go  to  him  and  ask 
why  he  did  thus  and  so  and  if  he  did 
wrong,  give  him  a  friendly  and 
brotherly  reproof.  When  one  does  this 
it  should  not  be  told  to  anyone  else.  It 
should  not  be  made  public  because  it 
hurts  the  cause  of  Christ.  When  our 
faults  with  fellow  Christians  are  told  to 
the  world  the  enemies  of  Christ  rejoice 
Christ  is  often  wounded  in  the  house  of 
his  friends.  Someone  hps  said  that  the 
Christian  army  is  the  only  one  that 
shoots  its  wounded.  Tboa  Hast  Gained 
Thy  Brother  —  The  idea  is  that  you  and 
your  brother  have  become  reconciled. 
A  Christian  brother  has  been  pre¬ 
served  and  restored 
V-MButlf  He  Will  Not  Hear  Thee- 
If  he  rejects  you  and  will  not  listen. 
Take  With  Thee  One  «r  Two  More  — 
Perhaps  he  will  listen  to  several.  They 
must  be  people  of  influence;  friends  or 
those  in  whom  he  can  place  confi¬ 
dence. 

-  V-17  TeU  It  To  The  Church  -  This 
probably  means  those  who  were  au¬ 
thorized  to  hear  such  cases,  rather 
than  present  it  to  the  whole  congrega¬ 
tion.  In  the  Jewish  system  there  was  a 
group  of  elders  who  listened  to  the 
problems  of  its  people.  It  was  to  be 
brought  to  the  dmfch  in  order  that  the 
offender  might  be  admonished,  en¬ 
couraged,  and  if  possible  restored  and 
reformed  This  was  the  first  step  in 

Shall  Neglect .  .  be  as  heSben  and  a 

publican  —  The  Jews  designated 
everyone  heathen  or  Gentile  except 
themselves.  They  had  no  religious  de¬ 
alings  with  them.  The  publican  was  a 
person  of  immoral  character.  This 
means  that  we  should  disown  him  as  a 
Christian  brother  as  suggests  Barnes, 
but  at  4he  same  time  we  should  con¬ 
tinue  to  show  him  kindness,  and  help 
him  with  his  problems.  However,  such 
severe  action  should  not  be  taken  until 
every  passible  measure  is  exhausted 
in  order  to  restore  him. 

V-1S  Whatsoever  Ye  Shall  Bind  - 
--  - 


This  means  that  whatever  youdourtm 
discipline  of  the  church  will  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  God.  These  words  were  spo¬ 
ken  to  the  Apostles,  and  are  not  to  be 
understood  to  be  taken  by  modern  day 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  states  Barnes. 

V-19  Again  I  Say.  Unto  Yon,  That  If 
Two  Of  You  —  Most  of  us  take  verse  19 
and  20  as  promises  to  prayer.  How¬ 
ever,  verse  19  is  connected  with  verse 
18.  The  man  who  is  unwilling  to  repent 
is  to  be  excluded  from  the  church.  The 
promise  was  made  to  the  apostles  in 
organizing  the  church.  When  two  ag¬ 
reed,  had  the  same  mind,  feelings,  and 
arrangement  of  affairs  in  the  church, 
or  about  things  desired  for  its  welfare, 
and  asked  God  about  it,  it  would  be 
done.  Yet  it  can  be  said  that  here  is  a 
promise  to  prayer  in  genera).  And 
verse  20  gives  support  to  the  promise 
made  here. 

V4I  How  Of  tSball  I  Forgive  Him?  - 
This  verse  implies  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
forgive.  Old  Testament  law  said  that  a 
man  was  to  forgive  another  three 
times,  but  not  the  fourth.  Peter  more 
than  doubled  this,  and  asked  if  for¬ 
giveness  was  to  be  extended  to  seven 
times.  Jesus  replied  that  we  are  not  to 
limit  our  forgiveness. 


V-22  Seventy  Times  Seven— We  have 
every  encouragement  to  pray,  as  out¬ 
lined  in  verse  20.  We  find  at  the  throne 
of  God  all  that  we  want  and  peed.  We 
are  poor,  sinful,  apd  none  but  God  can 
comfort  us.  It  is  amazing  that  God 
wants  us  to  pray;  promises  us  to  bear 
our  prayers;  and  promises  to  answer 
our  prayers.  It  is  amazing  that  men 
are  jo  unwilling  to  use  so  simple  and 
easy  a  way  of  obtaining  what  they  so 
much  need. 

The  power  of  forgiveness  is  illus¬ 
trated  in  this  story.  Near  the  end  of  the 
17th  Gentury  a  Turkish  grandee  in 
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FBC,  Greenville 
Luke  15:142 

Luke  15  is  one  of  the  greatest  chap¬ 
ters  in  all  the  Gospels.  It  contains  the 
stories  of  the  lost  sheep  (3-7),  the  lost 
coin  (8-10)  and  the  lost  son  ( 1142) .  The 


represents  man’s  wasting  all  he  has. 
Spending  money  on  “the  good  life" 
must  be  fun.  Madison  Avenue  adver¬ 
tising  suggests  that  to  the  public  every 
day  throught  every  possible  medium 
of  advertising.  Take  your  credit  card 
and  go  all  over  the  world.  Eat,  drink 


chapter  also  tells  the  story  of  a ---•and  be  merry.  The  suggestions  are 


his  prisoner,  and  treated  him.baaiy!" 
But  the  war  changed  and  the  Turk  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hungarians,  and 
the  Turk  supposing,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  he  would,  be  tortured  to 
death  swallowed  poison.  Then  a  mes¬ 
senger  came  from  his  Christian  slave, 
telling  him  to  go  in  peace;  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear.  The  Moslem  was  so  im- 
_  pressed  with  this  heavenly  spirit  that 
he  proclaimed  with  his  dying  breath. 
“I  will  not  die  a  Moslem;  butldieasa 
Christian,  for  there  is  no  religion  but 
that  of  Christ  which  teaches  forgive¬ 
ness  of  injuries  '' 


shepherd  who  sought  the  lost  sheep, 
the  woman  who  searched  for  the  lost 
coin  and  the  father  who  waited  for  his 
Tost  son. 

The  parables  in  Luke  15  were  given 
in  resnnr<««  to  4 he  attitude  of  the 

ners.  Self-righ^us  Se?  the 
Pharisees  refused  to  associate  with 
sinners.  Jesus,  through  the  parables, 
revealed  God’s  attitude.  God  is  con¬ 
cerned  about  lost  people. 

Throughout  this  chapter  the  golden 
thread  which  weaves  all  the  pieces  of 
fabric  together  is  concern.  The 
shepherd  was  concerned  about  his 
sheep;  the  woman  was  concerned 
about  her  coin.  The  father  was  con¬ 
cerned  about  his  son.  His  concern  was 
personal  and  went  deep.  It  was  love. 
The  story  of  a  lost  son  grows  into  one  of 
the  most  stirring  passages  on  the  love 
of  a  father  found  anywhere  in  Scrip¬ 
ture. 

I.  The  Errant  Son  (15:11) 

Generally,  Luke  15:11-32  is  called 

the  story  ofThe  Prodigal  Son.  It  is  that, 
but  it  is  more.  A  certain  man  had  two 
.  sons.  He  who  had  sons  had  heirs.  That 
father  loved  his  boys,  as  all  good 
fathers  do.  However,  one  of  the  boys 
was  a  rebel. 

II.  A  Choice  To  Leave  The  Father 
<15?12-13) 

The  younger  .son  knew  that  some¬ 
day,  when  his  father  died,  there  would 
be  an  inheritance  to-divide.  He  would 
receive  one-third  of  the  estate.  Fearful 
that  he  would  not  get  his  portion  sow 
y  enough  to  suit  him,Tie  asked  his  father 
‘  for  hfsstiarfc  in  advance.  —  -  - 

Impatience  is  too  easy.  Ours  is  an 
|  impatient  generation.  “Give  me  what 
>  I  have  coming,”  impatient  youth,  and 
i  others,  demand.  So  many  insist  on  in¬ 
stant  gratification  of  desires. 

Evidently  the  younger  son  had 
plans.  Not  many  days  after  his  father 

.  granted  his  request,  hegathered  all  his 

t  belongings  and  went  far  away.  There, 
in  a  strange  land,  he  wasted  every 
i  penny.  He  spent  it  all  living  the  wild 
t  life. 

The  errant  son  represents  the  sinner 

separated  from  God.  His  spending 


very  powerful .  They  imply  that  life  is 
spending.  However,  someday,  when 
you  have  spent  all  and  return  home; 
the  bills  will  be  due. 

III.  When  The  Good  Times  Are  All 

■r  Goive  <15:14-181  a 

Luke  implies  that  wh£a-th«J!rodi- 

gal’s  money  ran  out,  his  friends  disap¬ 
peared.  At  any  rate,  a  great  famine  fell 
across  the  land ,  and  he  ‘  ‘began  to  be  in 
want”  (v.  14).  The.-word' “want” 
suggests  a  lack.  Even  if  he  had  kept 
some  of  his  money,  there  were  no  good 
times  fra-  sale.  Everyone  had  to  be¬ 
come  concerned  about  getting  the 
basics  —  the  provisions  necessary  to 
sustain  life.  Those,  too,  were  hard  to 
come  by. 

The  young  man  attached  himself  to  a 
swine  fanner.  A  Jew,  he  could  go  to  no 
lower  depths.  He  evidently  volun¬ 
teered  to  feed  the  hogs  in  return  for  a 
littlafood.  Gladly  he  would  have  eaten 
the  husks  he  fed  the  swine,  and  proba¬ 
bly  did.  No  one  gave  him  any  food  to 
eat. 

There  is  a  limit  to  freedom.  Respon¬ 
sibility  goes  along  with  privilege.  To 
ignore  responsibility  is  to  rim  aground. 
A  certain  young  man  of  my  acquain¬ 
tance  ran  away  from  home  and  got  out 
on  his  own.  His  parents  did  not  know 
whre  he  was  or  what  he  was  doing.  He 
was  a  modern-day  prodigal.  Then  one 
night  the  telephone  rang  at  his  pa¬ 
rents’  home.  The  voice  on  the  other  end 
of  the  line  said:  “Dad,  may  I  come 
home?”  You  know  the  answer  he  re- 
ceived. 

IV.  The  Lesson  Learned  (15 :1740a) 
.'jSSSStte  came  to  Himself — regained 

his  senses  —  the  Prodigal  realized  his 
plight.  He  also  remembered  his  father 
HiS  awareness  of  his  condition  in¬ 
cluded  the  recognition  that  the  ser¬ 
vants  at  home  were  better  off  than  he. 
There Jie  sat,  in  a  hog  pen,  starving  to 
death.  Even  the  slaves  at  home  had 
food. 

Also,  deep  conviction  swept  over  his 
soul.  He  acknowledged  to  God  and  to 
himself  that  he  had  sinned.  , 

An  awareness  of  one’s  position  rela¬ 
tive  to  God  includes  an  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  sin.  Sin  carries  man  away 


from  God  in  open  rebellion:  Only  when 
one  recognizes  that  can  he  come  back 
to  God.  Then,  he  must  do  as  the  Prodi¬ 
gal  did,  and  confess  his  unworthiness. 

Aware  of  his  sin  and  willing  to  con¬ 
fess,  the  rebel  made  a  wise  decision. 
He  determined  to  return  to  his  father’s 
house.  He  decided  to  ask  only  for  the 
status  of  a  hired  servant.  Any  position 
he  could  get,  even  the  least,  would  be 
better  than  nothing,  which  was  all  he 
had. 

V.  Return  To  The  Father  (15:20b-24) 

The,qpMPv7"*T ^“V- 
father:  All  the  while  tf>»„son  was  gone  . 
the  father  sat  at  home,  waiting  and 
eager  for  his  son’s  return.  Evidence  of 
that  is  seen  in  that,  while  the  boy  was 
still  a  long  way  off,  the  father  ran  to 
meet  him.  His  compassion  thrust  him 
out  the  door  and  down  the  road.  There 
he  embraced  his  son,  kissed  him,  and 
welcomed  him  home. 

Here  is  a  picture  of  the  heart  of  God. 
In  his  book  The  Waiting  Father,  Hel¬ 
mut  Thielicke  states  that  “the  ulti¬ 
mate  theme  of  this  story  .  .  .  is  the 
Father  who  finds  us.  The  ultimate 
theme  . . ,  is  the  faithfulness  of  God” 
(p.29).Godlovesus.  We  are  his  sons  by 
•  right  of  creation.  Yet  we  are  not  his 
sons  by  the  new  birth  until  we  come  to 
him,  confess  our  sins,  and  ask  for  is 
forgiveness  and  acceptance.  He  wants 
us  td  come.  While  we  make  up  our 
minds,  he  waits.  Though  we  are  sin¬ 
ners,  lost,  he  waits  for  us  fe  come  to  our 
selves.  AH  the  while  he  loves  us  with  an 
undying,  unfailing  love. 

The  son  kept  his  word  to  himself.  He 
confessed  his  sins  and  admitted  his 
unworthiness.  TTie  father  revealed  his 
love  by  forgiving,  dismissing  all  the 
rebellion  and  resentment  in  the  past. 

■  Forgiveness  granted,  he  called  for  a 
feast  to  celebrate  the  son’s  return.  He 
adorned  him  with  the  best  clothes. 


:ssqn  Learned  (15:1740a)  shoes  and  the  most  precious  jewels  — 
came  to  Himself — regained  mgrteftf  authority,  honor  and  sonship. 
—  the  Prodigal  realized  his  The  father'had  good  reason  for  his  ac- 
also  remembered  his  father  tions.  The  son  who  was  dead  had  come 
enesS  of  his  condition  in-  back  to  life.  The  boy  who  was  lost  had 
s  recognition  that  the  ser-  been  found. 

ime  were  better  off  than  he.  So  it  is  with  the  errant  sons  of  today, 
at,  in  a  hog  pen,  starving  to  There  is-rejoicing  in  heaven  over  one 
en  the  slaves  at  home  had  sinner  who  repents  (15:7,  10).  When 
one  films  to  God  he  discovers  accep- 
»p  conviction  swept  over  his  tance.  God  provides  bountifully  for  his 
cknowl edged  to  God  and  to  children.  Why?  Because  he  loves  us. 
at  he  had  sinned .  ,  When  the  sinner  accepts  the  forgiving 

■eness  of  one’s  position  rela-  love  of  God,  welcoming  him  home 
d  includes  an  acknowledge-  from  straying  in  sin,  he  can  sing:  “I 
in.  Sin  carries  man  away  once  was  lost  but  now  am  found.” 

--IS/#.* 
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Worship  and  woman’s  participation 


By  Gordon  H.  Saining,  Pastor 
First,  Pontotoc 
1  Corinthians  11:2-11 

This  is  the  first  of  four  lessons  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  question  of  worship  in  the 
church  at  Corinth.  In  Paul's  writing 
the  subject  of  women  in  worship,  the 
Lord’s  Supper,  spiritual  gifts,  and 
preaching  are  dealt  with  in  chapters 
11-14.  Paul  responded  to  these  ques¬ 
tions  in  a  broad  context,  but  with  the 
underlying  principle  of  the  primacy  of 
love  in  Christian  life  and  action. 
^Paul’s  Praise  (11:2) 

One  characteristic  of  Paul  pap  that 
he  offered  praise  for  Christians 
whenever  he  could  honestly  do  so.  In 
spite  of  the  many  problems  within  this 
church  there  were  praiseworthy  notes. 
Paul  thanked  them  for  these  positive 
*  traits  and  pointed  them  out. 

They  had  remembered  him  “in  ev¬ 
erything.”  That  would  indicate  possi¬ 
bly  their  prayer  concern  tor  him  as  he 
was  a  minister  of  the  gospel.  It  might 
indicate  their  remembrance  of  his 
work  among  them,  especially  his 
teaching.  This  suggested  that  in  spite 
of  all  the  questions  about  his  apostle 
ship  they  had  accepted  him  as  a  true 
apostle  whose  teachings  were  au¬ 
thoritative. 

Praise  is  needed  where  there  is  an 
honest  striving  to  live  out  the  gospel. 
Paul  used  this  as  a  means  of  encour¬ 
agement  to  these  Christians  who  were 
struggling  to  flesh  out  the  faith  in 
Corinth. 

1.  Instructions  For  Proper  Warship 
(11:3-12) 

Every  church  has  the  opportunity  of 
bearing  witness  of  Christ  through 
warship.  Therefore,  it  is  important  for 
every  congregation  to  be  sensitive  to 
the  impressions  it  makes  upon  the 
community  it  serves.  Those  who  at¬ 
tend  the  services  should  find  God  hon¬ 
ored  in  every  aspect. 

Paul’s  wurdg,  “Bull  would  have  you 
understand,”  introduce  his  thoughts 
about  women  in  warship.  Paul  saw  the 
need  to  reverse  a  tendency  of  the 
women  in  the  church  to  exercise  their 
Christian  freedom  in  a  disruptive  and 


To  correct  this,  Pail  reminded  them 
of  an  orderly  sequence  of  authority. 
“Christ  is  the  head  of  every  man,  man 
is  the  head  of  a  woman,  and  God  is  the 
bead  of  Christ.”  Head  may  mean 
leader  or  source.  It  is  possible  that 

inl.rwW)  hnth  Thi«  fits  with  th* 


record  of  creation  in  Genesis  2. 

Paul's  thought  seems  to  be  that  God 
is  the  head  of  Christ.  Christ  is  equal  in 
character  and  sendee  but  submitted  to 
the  frill  of  God.  Christ  is  the  head  of 
man.  The  man  is  the  head  of  woman 
because  the  woman  is  taken  from 
man.  This  applies  to  the  marriage  re¬ 
lationship  where  the  husband  is  to  be 
the  head,  yet  the  two  are  one  being 
submissive  to  the  will  of  God. 

In  Greek  custom  it  was  dishonoring 
to  Christ  and  to  man  for  a  man  to  pray 
or  prophesy  with  his  head  covered.  If  a 
man  covered  his  head,  he  put  himself 
in  a  subordinate  position  and  failed 
also  to  fulfill  his  God-given  role  of  re^ 
fleeting  the  glory  of  Christ. 

The  pattern  for  a  woman  was  to 
wear  a  covering  for  her  head  when 
praying  or  prophesying.  An  unveiled 
woman,  like  a  shorn  woman,  was 
looked  down  upon  in  disgrace.  The 
reason  for  this  had  to  do  with  the  cus¬ 
toms  in  Corinth.  In  pagan  worship, 
temple  prostitutes  prayed  with  their 
heads  uncovered.  Since  unveiled 
women  in  Corinth  were,  as  a  rule, 
prostitutes,  an  unveiled  Christian 
woman  would  also  be  thought  of  in  this 
manner.  Thus,  she  would  disgrace  not 
only  her  husband  but  also  herself  and 
Christ 

A  woman’s  hair  was  considered  a 
thing  of  honor  to  her;  the  removal  of  it 
meant  dishonor  and  disgrace.  For  her 
hair  to  be  cut  off  or  her  head  shaved 
would  classify  her  as  dishonorable, 
since  it  was  prostitutes  who  practiced 
this  in  Corinth.  Most  Corinthians 
would  consider  this  to  be  shameful. 
Consequently,  in  light  of  custom,  Paul 
stated  that  Christian  women  s^suld 
cover  their  heads  when  praying  or 
prophesying. 

Tile  discussion  about  the  relation¬ 
ship  between  husbands  and  wives  is 
continued  in  verses  7-9.  Paul  states 
that  man  is  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
sense  that  he  is  created  in  the  image  of 
God  and  exists  to  praise  and  give  honor 
to  God  in  all  of  life.  Man  was  created 
directly  by  God;  woman  was  created 
indirectly  and  derived  her  existence 
from  man.  God  made  woman  as  a 
helpmeet  for  man.  This  was  not  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  woman  was  less  important 
than  man.  Paul  wrote  about  this  order 
and  reason  far  the  creation  to  show  bi¬ 
blical  justification  for  this  answer  to 
them  that  women  should  not  abuse 
ttwir  freedom  in  fTirist 


Verse  10  suggests  that  the  womai 
ought  to  have  a  symbol  of  authority  on 
her  head  because  men  as  well  >s 
angels  would  see  her  disgraceful  (se¬ 
dition  in  worship  and  disapprove  her 
behavior. 

Paul  states  in  verses  11  and  12  that 
what  has  been  presented  from  the 
point  of  creation  is  clarified  from  the 
point  of  redemption.  This  is  his  central 
statement  Man  and  woman  are  both 
from  God  and  are  not  independent  of 
one  another.  Rather  they  are  interde¬ 
pendent  and  stand  on  equal  ground 
from  the  point  of  redemption  Gala¬ 
tians  3:28,  Ephesians  5:2141). 

Now  Paul  makes  an  appeal  to  com¬ 
mon  sense.  Generally,  the  custom  was 
for  a  man  to  have  short  hair  and  a 
woman  to  have  long  hair.  Long  hair 
was  thought  to  bring  dishonor  to  a 
man,  but  it  was  glory  for  the  woman 
With  her  long  hair  as  a  natural  cover¬ 
ing  from  God,  Paul’s  thought  was  that 
she  should  wear  an  additional  veil 
when  she  prayed  or  prophesied  in  pub¬ 
lic  so  as  not  to  bring  dishonor  to  God. 

In  all  pf  this,  let  there  be  no  divisicn 
in  the  church.  Paul  had  quoted  no  ordi¬ 
nance  about  women  covering  their 
heads  when  praying  or  prophesying. 
He  made  the  strong  suggestion  that 
they  cover  their  heads  because  of  the 
practice  of  temple  prostitutes  in 
Corinth.  _ 

But  no  one  had  the  right  to  be  conten¬ 
tious  about  the  matter.  It  was  the  cus¬ 
tom  in  the  churches  for  women  to  have 
their  heads  covered  when  praying  or 
prophesying.  To  have  a  different  prac¬ 
tice  would  hinder  the  Christian  influ¬ 
ence  in  Corinth. 

After  many  centuries,  first  century 
customs  are  not  important,  but  Christ¬ 
ian  principles  are.  The  principle  for  us 
is  that  we  should  be  aware  of  our  influ¬ 
ence  as  Christians  and  as  the  church  in 
society.  A  Christian  should  not,  for 
personal  preference  or  personal  desire 
to  demonstrate  his  freedom,  do  any¬ 
thing  that  would  hinder  the  cause  of 
Christ  or  give  offense  to  other  believ¬ 
ers.  The  cause  of  Christ  is  not  ad¬ 
vanced  by  flouting  prevailing  social 
customs  which  are  not  contrary  to 
God’s  teachings.  To  disdain  these  cus¬ 
toms  only  brings  suspicion  and  shifts 
the  center  of  faith’s  attention  from 
Christ  to  some  social  practice.  Again, 
the  words  of  Paul  need  to  be  heard. 
“Do  all  for  the  (dory  of  God.” 


Recreation  meet 
features  Nutt 

RIDGECREST,  N.  C.  -  Christian 
entertainer  Grady  Nutt  will  be  fea¬ 
tured  as  a  worship  leader  during 
Church  Recreation  Leadership  Con¬ 
ference  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Confer¬ 
ence  Center  here  June  8-12. 

Nutt,  a  noted  Southern  Baptist  au¬ 
thor,  banquet  speaker  and  television 
personality,  will  share  the  platform 
with  Charles  E.  Boddie,  chancellor  of 
the  American  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary,  Nashville,  who  will  serve  as 
the  Bible  study  leader. 

Reservations  may  be  made  by  writ¬ 
ing  to  Reservations,  Ridgecrest  Bap¬ 
tist  Conference,  Box  128,  Ridgecrest, 
N.C.  48770. 

Computer  users 
meet  scheduled 

DALLAS  —  The  ninth  annual  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Computer  Users  Associa¬ 
tion  will  meet  here  at  First  Baptist 
Church  March  17  and  18. 

The  association  is  organized  for  any 
person  involved  with  data  processing 
in  a  Southern  Baptist  agency,  institu¬ 
tion  or  church  to  share  solutions  for 
problems  common  to  denominational 
computer  users. 


- - - Devotional - - 

Molded  bread 

By  Jim  Futral,  Pastor,  First,  Amory  ^  . 

Times  are  hard,  but  I  have  not  started  eating  molded  bread,  yet.  (But  1  will  eat 
molded  bread  before  1  get  down  to  chitterlings,  o’possum,  or  spinach. )  Israel 
was  not  eating  molded  bread  either,  but  they  had  devised  a  clever  way  to  get  rid 

Pof  their  old  decaying  bread.  Just  give  it  to  God.  That  s  nght. 

Malachi  1:7  says,  “Ye  offer  polluted  bread  upon  mine  altar 
This  is  interesting  because  the  meal  offering  or  bread  offer¬ 
ing  represented  a  person  presenting  his  substance,  self,  his 
very  life  to  God.  And  Israel  was  giving  Him  that  which  was  not 
worth  having.  But  sadly  the  Israelites  of  Malachi’s  day  were 
not  the  last  folks  who  gave  God  molded  bread.  Let's  examine 
this  principle  and  ourselves  a  little  closer. 

I.  Molded  bread  Is  giving  God  what  we  do  not  need  .  I  suppose 
you  could  say  it  is  giving  without  giving.  It  is  to  give  to  God 
Futral  what  we  don’t  need,  don’ t  want,  and  won’t  miss  when  it’s  gone ! 

It  is  service  rendered  when  it  is  convenient,  work  done  when  if  is  comfortable, 
and  money  given  when  there  is  no  other  need. 

This  kind  of  thinking  reverses  Jesus’  words  of  Matthew  6:33  so  they  read, 
“Seek  ye  first  all  your  goals,  pleasures,  and  securities  and  none  of  the  power  of 
God  will  be  added  unto  you.” 

II.  Molded  bread  Is  giving  God  our  second-best,  excuse-ridden  sendee!  In  Luke 
14  Jesus  tells  of  servants  who  were  sent  out  to  bring  in  people  to  a  banquet.  They 
returned,  not  with  people,  but  with  bundles  of  excuses.  “I  would,  but”  was  their 
cry.  One  of  the  chief  problems  in  our  churches  is  that  we  have  too  many  Butter 
Baptists.  They  are  repeatedly  saying,  “I  would  but,  errr  .  •  .  Asked  if  they 
would  serve,  “I  would  but,  errr  . . .”  Asked  if  they  would  teach,  sing,  give,  etc., 
the  reply  is  the  same,  “I  would  but,  errr  — ”  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  kingdom  of 
God -is  not  likeiy  blessed  or  built  by  Butter  Baptists ! 

in  Molded  bread  is  giving  to  God  as  long  as  it  costs  us  nothing.  The  mission 
hotline  back  in  December  began  one  day  with  this  statement,  "Missions  is  never 
cheap.  It  will  cost  us  life  and  substance.  - 

If  you  have  been. giving  God  molded  bread,  it  is  possible  that  it  has  been 
satisfying  you,  but  rest  assured  it  has  not  satisfied  God. 


Parkway,  Pascagoula,  shares  expense 
of  new  church  building  at  Rimrock 


The  Baptist  Record  recently  re¬ 
ported  that  First  Church, Magee’s 
Brotherhood  is  helping  to  support  the 
Rimrock  Baptist  Church  at  Billings, 
Montana.  A  second  Mississippi 
church,  the  Parkway  Baptist  Church 
of  Pascagoula,  Kenna  Byrd,  pastor, 
has  committed  itself  to  Sharing  in  the 
expense  of  construction  at  a  building 
for  Rimrock  Church. 


Larry  Gandy,  pastor  at  Rimrock, 
reports,  “We  are  an  organized  church, 
but  have  many  of  the  same  needs  of  a 
mission;  it  is  because  of  the  faithful¬ 
ness  of  God’s  people  in  Mississippi  and 
around  the  nation  that  we  are  able  to 
look  forward  to  having  a  building  of 
our  own  for  worship  and  ministry.” 

The  last  week  of  January  ground 
was  broken  and  construction  was 


begun  on  the  building.  Excavation  for 
the  basement  has  been  completed. 

Gandy  added,  “I  am  grateful-  that 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Magee  and 
Parkway  Baptist  Church  of  Pas¬ 
cagoula  and  numerous  other  persons 
and  churches  made  this  possible. 
Please  ask  the  people  to  remember  us 
in  prayer.  We  are  in  a  strategic  area  of 
Billings  and  the  need  is  great” 


International  Seminary  passes  crisis 


RUSCHLKON  —  The  International 
Baptist  Theological  Sentinary  here  is 
“out  of  the  emergency  situation”  that 
pertained  after  the  crisis  of  1978,  and  is 
“now  in  a  stable  financial  position,” 
President  C.  Ronald  Goulding  re¬ 
ported  to  the  executive  board  at  its 
midwinter  meeting. 

The  board  noted  that  the  move  into 
financial  stability  was  due  to  in¬ 
creased  giving  by  Unions,  churches 
and  individuals  “throughout  Europe 
and  other  areas  of  the  wWlIf’  and  to 
the  fact  that  expenses  involved  in  run¬ 


ning  the  seminary  have  been  “reduced 
to  an  absolute  minimum.” 

The  basis  for  the  improved  pbsition 
still  depends  much  on  the  exchange 
rate  of  other  currencies  to  the  Swiss 
franc,  and  the  rate-pf  inflation  in  Swit¬ 
zerland,  Goulding  cautioned. 

“But  if  the  interest  ami  good  will  to¬ 
ward  the  seminary  will  continue  as  we 
have  experienced  in  197940,  we  can 
guarantee  that  every  possible 
economy  will  be  effected  in  our  work,” 
he  told  the  executive  board. 

In  response  to  Goulding’s  insistence 


that  his  term  of  office  is  for  a  limited 
period,  the  board  appointed  a  search 
committee.  It  will  be  responsible  to 
“seek  out  and  submit  names  and  aS 
relevant  details”  to  the  executive 
board  concerning  a  prospective  Presi¬ 
dent  to  succeed  Goulding,  who  was 
elected  last  year  to  an  interim  ap¬ 
pointment  of  up  to  three  years. 

Knud  Wumpelmann,  secretary- 
treasurer  of  the  European  Baptist 
Federation  and  chairman  of  the 
executive  board,  was  named  chair¬ 
man  of  the  search  committee. 


